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OF THE 


TOWN OF WESTON, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 1892. 


BOSTON: 
ALFRED MUDGE & SON, PRINTERS, 


OFFICERS OF THE TOWN OF WESTON, 1891. 


Town Clerk.* 


GEORGE W. CUTTING. 


Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor.* 


HENRY J. JENNISON. FRANCIS BLAKE. 
NATHAN S. FISKE. 


Assessors.* 


ALONZO S. FISKE. MARCUS M. FISKE. 
HENRY L. BROWN. 


School Committee.* 


NAHUM SMITH, 3 years. FRANK H. UPHAM, 2 years. 
THE REV. CHARLES F. RUSSELL, 1 year. 


Trustees of the Merriam Fund for the Silent Poor.* 


GEO. W. CUTTING. EDWARD COBURN. HENRY J. WHITE. 


Treasurer and Collector.* 


HENRY J. WHITE. 


Auditor.* 
HERMAN A. TRAIN. 


Library Committee.* 


HORACE S. SEARS, 3 years. ELIZABETH S. GOWING, 2 years. 
OLIVER R. ROBBINS, 1 year. 


Library Treasurer.* 


HENRY J. WHITE. 


Burial Ground Committee.* 


FREDERICK T. FULLER, 3 years. LUTHER F. UPHAM, 2 years. 
EDWARD COBURN, 1 year. 


* Elected at the Annual Meeting. 
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Road Commissioners.* 


BENJAMIN F. CUTTER, 3 years. MARSHALL L. UPHAM, 2 years, 
THOMAS E. COBURN, 1 year. 


Committee on Street Lights.* 


ALONZO S. FISKE. HENRY L. BROWN. 
HERBERT SEAVERNS. 


Public Weigher. { 
GEORGE W. CUTTING. 


Measurers of Wood and Bark.* 
District No. 1.— GEORGE W. CUTTING. 
fe No. 1.—MERRILL FRENCH. 
‘«  —S No. 2. — EDWARD E. BROWN. 
« No. 83. GEORGE W. DUNN. 
« ~6SWNo. 4. — FRANK H. GOWELL. 
tg No. 4. — DANIEL GARFIELD. 
- ve No. 4.— ALFRED L. CUTTING. 
‘© ~—SsMh No. 5. —CHARLES S. CUTTER. 
‘*¢ ~—SDdWNo. 6. — HORACE LEADBETTER. 


¢ Surveyors of Lumber.* 
DANIEL SMITH. DANIEL GARFIELD. 
BENJAMIN F. CUTTER. FRANK H. GOWELL. 


Sealer of Weights and Measures.}{ 
DANIEL. SMITH. 


Fence Viewers.* 


NATHAN BARKER, JR. FREDERICK T.. FULLER. 
EVERETT O. CLARK. 


Field Drivers.* 


EUGENE UPHAM. ALFRED L. CUTTING. 
JARED: M. HEARD. ~ JOHN LORD. 


Pound Keeper.* 


NATHAN BARKER, JR. 


* Elected at the Annual Meeting. t Appointed by the Selectmen. 


Constables.* 
NATHAN BARKER, JR. 
MERRILL FRENCH. 
JAMES M. SMITH. 


Special Police Officers.t 
WILLIAM SEAVER. | 


Forest Fire Wards.t 
CHARLES A. WARREN. 
THOMAS E. COBURN. 


Fire Wards.t 
FRANK H. GOWELL. 


HENRY J. JENNISON. DAVID JACKSON. 
ROLAND RAND. W. N. GOWELL. 
GEORGE W. CUTTING. EK. O. CLARK. 

J. M. SMITH. 


Board of Health.* 


NATHAN S. FISKE. 
FRANK H. GOWELL. 


SILAS BAXTER. 


GEORGE WILLIAM HENDERSON. 


CHARLES EMERSON. 


NATHAN S&S. FISKE. 


FRED W. JACKSON, M.D. OLIVER R. ROBBINS. 


EDWARD COBURN. 


Undertaker. ft 
FRANK H. UPHAM. 


Registrars of Voters.{ 


JUSTIN E. GALE, Dem. . 

ARTHUR S. BURRAGE, Rep. . 
ANDREW FISKE, Dem. ‘ 
The Town Clerk (ex officio). 


Inspectors of Elections.t 
EDWARD COBURN, Rep. 
HENRY L. BROWN, Rep. 
EDWARD FISKE, DEM. 
F. D. PERRY, DEM. 


Term expires May 1, 1894. 
Term expires May 1, 1892. 
Term expires May 1, 1893. 


Inspector. 


Deputy. 


Inspector. 


Deputy. 


* Hlected at the Annual Meeting. t Appointed by the Selectmen. 


ANNUAL MEETING, MARCH 28, 1892. 


WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
MIDDLESEX, SS. 


To either of the Constables of the Town of Weston, 
GREETING : — 


In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby re- 
quired to notify and warn all the inhabitants of the said Town, 
qualified by law to vote in elections and in town affairs, to 
meet in the Town Hall, in said Town, on Monday the twenty- 
eighth day of March current, at one of the clock ini the after- 
noon, for the following purposes, to wit : — 

First. To choose a Moderator. 

Second. 'To choose the usual Town Officers for the ensu- 
ing year. 

Third. To vote on a separate ballot “Yes” or “No,” in 
answer to the question, “Shall licenses be granted for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in this town?” 

Fourth. 'To hear and act upon the reports of Town Offi 
cers and Conimittees. 

fifth. To fix the a ac of the Treasurer and Col- 
lector of Taxes. 

Sixth. To accept the list a Jurors as revised by the 
Selectmen, and posted according to law. 
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Seventh. To adopt an additional By-Law of the Town, 
as follows : — 

The Selectmen may employ counsel in suits against the 
Town; and may consult counsel in town affairs whenever 
they deem it advisable so to do. The Selectmen may settle 
any claim or suit against the Town which, in their opinion, 
cannot be successfully detended: provided such claim or 
suit does not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars. 

Highth. To adopt an additional By-Law of the Town as 
follows : — 

The Selectmen shall give a public hearing before granting 
a permit for the permanent use of any town way or highway 
by any telegraph, telephone, electric light, railway or other 
corporation ; or for a like use of any town way or highway 
by any person or persons whomsoever. A notice of a hear- 
ing under this article, shall state clearly the object thereof; 
and shall be mailed to every legal voter of the town seven 
days, at least, before the date of said hearing. 

Ninth. .To appropriate one thousand dollars for fire 
alarm service. 

Tenth. ‘To appropriate money for continuing work on 
Central Avenue as laid out by the County Commissioners. 

Eleventh. ‘To appropriate money for extra repairs on 
Summer Street. 

Twelfth. To discontinue the old part of Glen Road which 
begins at the house of Wilbur H. Travis and runs easterly 
about forty rods to its intersection with the new part of 
said road. : 

Thirteenth. 'To see what action the Town will take 
toward securing the removal of the telegraph poles from 
Central Avenue, or act anything relative thereto. 

Fourteenth. To raise and appropriate such sums of 
money as may be necessary for all or any of the purposes 
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mentioned in the foregoing articles, or as may be required 
to defray the expenses of the Town for the ensuing year; 
and especially to act upon all the appropriations asked for or 
proposed by the Selectmen or by any Town Officers or 
Committees in their reports. 

And you are to serve this Warrant by posting three at- 
tested copies thereof according to the vote of the Town, viz. : 
at the Town Hall, at the Methodist Church, and on the guide 
post near the house of Benjamin F. Cutter, seven days at the 
least before the time appointed for said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant, with 
your doings, thereon, to the Selectmen, eight days at least 
before the time appointed for said meeting. 

Given under our hands this fifth day of March in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two. 


HENRY J. JENNISON, 

FRANCIS BLAKE, | 

NATHAN S§S. FISKE, 
Selectmen of the Town of Weston. 


REGISTRAR’S REPORT FOR 1891. 


BIRTHS. 


Total number of births registered in town during the year 
1891, 30; males, 16; females, 14; American parentage, 
10; foreign, 10; American and foreign, 10. 


Elsie Elizabeth Davis 3 : t : » ee 
Hazel Brown . ; : : } L . March 7 
Helen Esther Moore ; i i [ , 6 9 
May Josephine Heard : : , ‘ se iao 
Walter Snare Kenny : : : ; . May 5 
Paul Felix Tichon . ? : é : pe! 14 
William Ambrose Donovan ; ; ‘ «) June es 
Chester Ernest Gowell . ; f ; Ju eae 21 
Weston Dunwoody Baxter : ; RF bie 25 
Francis John Connolly. : +, Lyne 
Harold Wiswall Baird ; i ; : ieee 6 
Luther Eugene Brown : ; : pr 9 
Eugene Ayr . : : : é . SIW\SE 12 
Theodore Sherman . : : ; : BS 31 
Isabella Laura Henderson ( : . «| Anger eg 
Mary Lucy Caunt . : ; : . ete 12 
Edward Ephraim Smith . : t é ii tee 16 

Smith wis ' ‘ : : y gs anti 19 
Elmer Francis Walker . , ; i. Beptevaen 
Frances Henrietta Barnet . ‘ : ; Pass 8 
John Kelley. é : é ‘ ; + yj OCL oars 
Sarah Ann Dooley . 3 : : - dig roses 8 


Henry Douglas Buckle. : : or nOOE 38 
Nora Hennessey : : : EGAN tae 3 
Etta Louise Newton , : ‘ : raat 23 
Bertha Gertrude Walton . { ; A Sr NOV othe O 

Sherman . , : ‘ : : pee i 7 
Ruth Elmira Berry . : ‘ ; Fives 28 
Fannie Catherine. Connolly : : ; 2 Deeraeh2 
Lawrence Christopher Doyle . ; , A LG 19 

MARRIAGES. 


Number of marriage certificates issued, 12; marriages 
registered, 12; parties native born, 13; foreign, 11; natives 
of the town, 6; age of the youngest groom, 21; oldest, 57; 
youngest bride, 19; oldest, 37. 


DEATHS. 


The number of deaths registered this year was 20; males, 
12, females, 8. 

Condition: married, 7; single, 8; widowed, 5. 

Name, age, and condition of persons deceased aged 


seventy years and upwards : — 
: Years. Months. Days. 


Horatio Hews, widowed . : i 79 

Simeon W. Brown, widowed : 89 10 

James F. B. Marshall, married . : cy 9 

John W. Harrington, married . : 72 4 

Julia A. Bragdon, widow . ! : 72 1 

Luther $8. Upham, married. ‘ ; 80 10 

Jonn Warren, married i 2 : 80 11 

Number deceased under one year is ; : 0 
$s Sn between land 5 1 


6c 66 6é 5 66 10 . é i O 
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Number deceased between 10 and 20 4 
6 66 66 90 ~<*§ «6830 1 
66 66 6 30 «* 40 1 
66 66 66 40 <6 50 3 
“ “ «50 « 60 0 
6 66 ‘6 Bt O 3 


CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Old age, 2; Cancer of Pancreas, 1; Cancer Uteri, Opera- 
tion, Peritonitis, 1; Pneumonia, 2; Sarcoma of Kidney, 1; 
Pulmonary Phthisis, 1; La Grippe, 1; Bright’s Disease, 1 ; 
Cardiac Dropsy, 1; Typhoid Fever, 1; Heart Disease, 1; 
Acute Nephritis, 1; Cerebral Tumor, 1; Accidental, 1; 
Carcinoma of Liver, 1; Acute Tuberculosis, 1; Appendicitis 
and Peritonitis, 1; Diabetes, 1. 

There was one death in January, two in February, three 
in March, one in April, three in May, two in June, two in 
August, one in September, three in October and two iu 
November. 


The number of dogs licensed was } . 134 

Amount received for licensing - $333 00 

119 Male dogs, at $2.00 each. . ' . $238 OO 

14 Female dogs, at $5.00 each . : ; : 70 OO 

1 65.1 SDECIRL i ‘ : , : 25 00 
Lota. ( , , , } i shy $883) 00 
Deduct fees for licenses : . : ‘ 26 80 


Paid County Treasurer as per his receipts . $3806 20 


Respectfully submitted. 


GEO. W. CUTTING, 
fe Town Clerk. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN AND OVER- 
SEERS OF THE POOR. 


The Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor have the honor 
to submit the following’ report for the fiscal year, ending 
Feb. 29, 1892. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD. 


The Board was organized at a special meeting held March 
23, 1891, by the choice of Mr. Henry J. Jennison as Chair- , 
man and Mr. Francis Biake, Clerk. It was voted to hold 
stated meetings in accordance with the following notice, 
which was publicly posted. 


NOTICE. 


In April, and until further notice, a stated meet- 
ing of the Board of Selectmen will be held in their 
rooms at the Town Hall, Weston, on the second 
Saturday of each month, at 7.30 o’clock P. M. 

Bills against the Town should be presented to the 
Auditor on cr before the fifth of the month. Bills 
presented after the fifth of the month will not be 
acted upon until the following month. 


During the year, the Board have held eleven stated and 
eight special meetings, and have given one public hearing. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


The following table gives the amounts of the appropria- 
tions for the past year and the amounts recommended for 
next year: — 


a" 
a 


rag eS ee 
“1 So GOP © LO 


— 
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Highways 

Schools ; 

School Incidentals 

Text Books . 

Town Incidentals . 

Salaries of Town Officers 
treet Lights 

Town Records 

Support of Poor . 

Cemeteries . 

Discounts and Aa fain Sats 

Interest on Town Debt . 

Decoration Day 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief : 


Central Avenue 
Glen Road 
Fire Department . 


JURY LIST. 


1891. 


Appropriated. 


$5,000 
5,700 
1,500 
400 
1,200 
1,800 
800 
550 
1,000 
1,000 
800 
800 


[100]* 


225 
5,000 
600 


$26,375 


1892. 


Recommended. 


$5,500 
5,900 
1,500 
400 
1,500 
2,000 
1,500 
890 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


250 
3,000 


200 


$26,840 


‘The subjoined list of names has been prepared and posted 


in accordance with the provision of the Public Statutes, and 
will be reported at the next annual meeting, to be placed in 
the jury box, subject to the revision of the Town : — 


Amri Barker. 

Emery L. Bemis. 
Christopher H. Bryden. 
Everett O. Clark. 


Elias King. 

Isaac O. Lovewell. 
Oliver R. Robbins. 
Henry G. Russell. 


* To be taken from Town Incidentals. 
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William C. Cooper. Francis B. Ripley. 
John S. Fuller. T. Coburn Richardson. 
Charles A. Freeman. George E. Trask. 
William N. Gowell. Augustus M. Upham. 
Horace P. Heard. Samuel H. Warren. 
Edward Leadbetter. Luther F. Upham. 


Albert E. Coburn. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Beside the appointment of sixteen Enginemen, mentioned 
in this report under the heading of Fires and Fire Depart- 
ment, the Board have, under the provisions of the Public 
Statutes, made the following appointments during the 
year :— 

SEALER OF WEIGHTs AND MEASURES. 


Daniel Smith. 


Pusiic WEIGHER. 
George W. Cutting. 
UNDERTAKER. 


Frank H. Upham. 


SPECIAL PoLIcE OFFICERS. 


William Seaver. Silas Baxter. 
George William Henderson. 


FIRE WaARDs. 


Frank H. Gowell. George W. Cutting. 
Roland Rand. David Jackson. 
Nathan S. Fiske. W.N. Gowell. 
Henry J. Jennison. E. O. Clark. 


J. M. Smith. 
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Forrest Frre Warps. 


Charles A. Warren. Charles Emerson. 
Thomas E. Coburn. 


REGISTRAR OF VOTERS. 


Justin E. Gale, Democrat, for 3 years from May, 1, 1891. 


INSPECTORS OF ELECTIONS. 


Edward Coburn, Republican, Inspector. 
Henry L. Brown, e Deputy. 
Edward: Fiske, Democrat, Inspector. 
Frank D. Perry, ‘s’ “ Deputys 


TELLERS AT GENERAL STATE ELECTION. 


Edward Coburn. Daniel Smith. 
Edward Fiske. Horace S. Sears. 


On April 11, 1891, Mr. Nathan Barker, Jr., upon the 
payment of the prescribed fee, was licensed to be an auc- 
tioneer within the Town of Weston, for the term of one year. 


ACCOUNTS OF TOWN TREASURER AND COLLECTOR 


In accordance with the provisions of Art. 13, of the Town 
By-Laws, the Board have twice during the year made a 
thorough examination of the accounts of the Town Treasurer 
and Collector and the condition of the treasury. 

In the course of these examinations all payments made by 
the Treasurer were verified by references to approved vouch- 
ers or endorsed checks. ‘The receipts from taxes were 
verified by references to the Assessors’ tax warrants. The 
bank accounts were found to agree with the pass books, 
after making allowance for outstanding cheques; and in 
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general, all moneys in charge of Mr. Henry J. White as 
Town Treasurer and Collector, Library Treasurer, and Treas- 
urer of the Merriam Fund for the Silent Poor, were prop- 
erly accounted for. 

The Town is, and has been for several year past, pay- 
ing interest at the rate of five per cent per annum on five 
small loans, to the total amount of $3,950. These loans can 
doubtless be funded at four per cent per annum, if it is 
thought best to instruct the Treasurer so to do. 


TOWN RECORDS. 


In conformity with a vote passed at the last annual meet- 
ing, the following notice was distributed by mail throughout 
Weston and adjoining towns. 


ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD! 


There are grounds for the assumption that Vol. I. 
of the Town Records of Weston from 1712 to 1754 is 
in the possession of a descendant of some former 
inhabitant of the town. 

To stimulate a search therefor, we hereby offera 
reward of One Hundred Dollars for the return of 
said volume to the Town Clerk of Weston. 

Minor rewards will be paid for the return of other 
records or documents which properly belong to the 


Town. 
HENRY J. JENNISON, 


FRANCIS BLAKE, 
NATHAN S. FISKE, 


& 
Selectmen of the Town of Weston. 


WEsTON, April 11, 1891. 


Up to the present time, there has been no response to the 
foregoing notice. It is not unlikely, however, that the 
missing volume of records may yet be found in the garret of 
a descendant of some former officer of the town. 
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During the year, Miss M. F. Peirce has diligently pursued 
the task of repairing and arranging the town records. Her 
enthusiasm in this work has led her to the examination of 
the records of other towns and the Commonwealth, and the 
taking of notes whenever anything has been found which re- 
lates to the early history of Weston. ‘The volume contain- 
ing these notes is a most valuable addition to the archives 
of the town, and it should be noted that for it Miss Peirce 
has neither asked for nor received any remuneration. The 
Board recognize the very great value of this special work, 
and recommend that Miss Peirce be requested to continue 
it through the coming year; and that she be fully compen- 
sated therefor. 

Facts which have come to the knowledge of the Board 
during the year, prompt them to renew their suggestion in 
last year’s report that “Whoever has any public or private 
papers of historical value can best secure their preservation by 
depositing them with the Town Clerk.” 

The Town Clerk has certified Mr. Frank W. Bigelow’s 
manuscript copy of the Weston records of births, marriages, 
deaths, etc., from 1712 to 1849. The certification was pre- 
ceded by a rigorous comparison of Mr. Bigelow’s copy 
with the original records, in the course of which but very 
few errors were detected. 

The condition of the precinct and town records from 1746 
to 1803 is such that it is important that a copy thereof should 
be made. A single manuscript copy (similar to the copy of 
births, marriages, deaths, etc., from 1712 to 1849) would 
cost the town $500. On the other hand, Messrs Alfred 
Mudge & Son of Boston, whose firm name is a guarantee of 
good work, offer to furnish one thousand printed copies for 
$800. Under these circumstances, the Board do not hesi- 
tate to recommend an appropriation of $890 for this purpose ; 
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the extra $90 being the estimated cost of the certification of 
the printed copy. If this recommendation is adopted, every 
household within the town will, during the coming year, 
receive a printed volume of about four hundred and fifty 
pages containing the most interesting records connected with 
the early history of Weston; and there will still remain a 
stock of extra copies thereof which, by exchanges with other 
towns of the Commonwealth, may be made to yield most 
valuable accessions to our public library. 

The subjoined report submitted to the Board by Miss 
Peirce, will doubtless be read with great interest :— 


To the Selectmen of Weston: — 


GENTLEMEN, — I have continued the examination of the Records, 
during the past year. The First Volume, now missing, was certainly 
in the hands of Dr. Kendal in 1812; for in his Century Sermon, deliv- 
ered Jan. 12, 1813, he quotes from it thirty-one times, in most in- 
stances giving the exact dates, which could have been obtained from 
no other source. To remedy, as far as possible, the loss of the book, 
I have tried to obtain information from various sources in regard to 
the early history of Weston. I have copied thirty-four articles from 
the Records of Watertown; thirty-six from Waltham; thirty-one from 
Kendal’s Sermon; over one hundred from the Court of General Ses- 
sions of the Peace, and several from other sources. These I have 
placed chronologically in a scrap book with such loose records as 
remain to us of that period. I have not undertaken to do this copy- 
ing beyond 1760. I have also been able, mostly by a study of hand. . 
writing, to obtain the names of all the Town Clerks but two. One of 
these held office 1726, ’27, and ’28; the other, 1736, ’39, ’40, and 41, 
I think that I may yet be able to find these also. 

It will, doubtless, be a surprise to many, to learn that there was 
once a ‘* controversy ’’? between Weston and Waltham with regard to 
the boundary line running westward from the northeast corner. 
There is in our possession an undated plan made by John Jones of 
Dedham ‘‘ laid down at the desire of Weston Selectmen,” showing the 
tract in dispute. ‘This piece of land was desired by neither party, as 
upon it lived Elisha Cox, who, with his wife and eight children, was 


18 


for many years a town charge. He was removed from one town to 

the other several times. In 1753, the Court allowed the Town of 

Weston to enter a caution against his settlement here. Im 1761, 

the same privilege was accorded to Waltham. In 1763, ‘‘ the question 

was put to the Court, whether Elisha Cox was warned to depart 

out of the Town of Weston within twelve months next after his 

Removal from the Controverted House to the House in Weston 

near the Meeting House; and it passed in the affirmative, and then 
both parties agreed in Court that Mr. Stephen Davis of Bedford, 

Surveyor, repair to the Line in dispute and run such Lines as each 
party shall desire, and show and return a plan thereof to this Court,” » 
etc. So far as I know, the plan here mentioned is not in existence. 

Ours was probably made previous to this. In 1765, the Court de- 
clared Cox and his family to be ‘‘ Inhabitants of Weston and not of 
Waltham.”’ In 1766, the General Court, in accordance with the peti- 
tion of Abraham Bigelow, Representative of Weston, and of the 

Selectmen of Weston and Waltham, ‘‘ praying that a certain Line 

agreed upon by both said Towns may be confirmed,”’ settled the boun- 
dary as it is at present. 

The land in the southwestern part of the town, for a long time 
went by the name of the ‘‘ Land of Contention.’’ There is a rude 
map of this territory, made in 1687, at the State House. I have 
placed a copy of this among the the (hee papers. 

In my last report, I should have inserted the word tease in speak- 
ing of the map of 1794 as showing the location of every house in 
town. The houses on the ‘‘ Great Road ’’ were almost wholly omitted 
from the map. The house now occupied by Mr. Samuel Clark, at 
a point north of Wid. Hastings and east of Mr. Erwing, was indi- 
cated by a square (though without a name) on the original map and 
should have appeared on the copy. A name near the bottom of the 
map printed Dan’l Pratt, is, in the original, Paul Pratt, and that is the 
true name. Although there was a Northwest Schoolhouse in 1794, 
the surveyor omitted to mark its location. The Southeast Schoolhouse 
was indicated by a faint square on the east side of the small triangle 
just south of J. Stimpson. This was overlooked by the copyist and 
by myself. It would be well for those who have a copy of the map to 
make these corrections in it. F 

Some valuable papers have been recovered during the past year. I 
found a dozen at the house of a former Town Clerk, and over fifty 
were returned to me by Col. D.S. Lamson. The most of these be- 
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longed to a period earlier than 1750. Mr. Oliver Robbins has lent me 
a fragment of the original contract for the building of the meeting- 
house in 1722. 

Thanks are due to Mr. F. H. Hastings, who kindly sent me a plan 
of the Warren Farm, when I was studying the boundary question. 
Mrs. Benjamin Peirce gave me a number of papers which had belonged 
to her great-grandfather, Elisha Warren, and other interesting docu- 
ments. 

There are a few papers in our possession that do not properly belong 
to us. Two or three of them are of more interest to Watertown than 
tous. Among them are ten belonging to what is called Narragan- 
sett Township, No. 2, the history of which is briefly as follows:— 

The Narragansett War, called also King Philip’s War, was the 
fiercest in which the New England Colonies engaged. After the war 
had been carried on for several months, a force of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut troops was raised to attack the Indians in a strongly for- 
tified position ina swamp. The Massachusetts companies were mus- 
tered on Dedham Plain. Before setting out upon their march, they were 
told ‘‘ if they would play the men, and drive the Narragansetts out 
of their fort,”’ that in addition to their pay each man should havea 
grant of land. After a hard fight, the Indians were routed with great 
loss on both sides. 

Petitions for the promised grant of land began in 1685. In 1732, 
the House of Representatives voted that ‘‘a further grant of land be 
made to the Massachusetts soldiers, so that every one hundred and 
twenty persons should receive a tract six miles square. In 1733 the 
grantees met on Boston Common, and the land, with the exception of 
the first township, now known as Buxton, Maine, was assigned by lot. 
The Weston soldiers, five in number, with those from Cambridge, 
Charlestown, Watertown, and some other towns, received No. 2. 
This is now Westminster, Mass. The settlement was commenced in 
1737. Benjamin Brown, of Weston, was Treasurer. Nathaniel Nor- 
cross, of Weston, was also on the Committee. 

When the lots were assigned in 1732, those for Weston were as 
follows: — 

Ebenezer Boynton received Lot No. 51 for his wife’s father, Caleb 
Grout. : 

Onesiphorus Pike received Lot No. 81, for his father, James Pike. 

Thomas Cory received Lot No. 44 for his father, Thomas Cory. 

Nathaniel Norcross received Lot No. 37 for his father, Jeremiah 
Norcross. 
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Daniel Warren received Lot No. 34 for himself. 

Among the papers is the bill for the meeting-house, built in 1738-1741, 
and a letter from Rey. Elisha Marsh, calling for arrears of salary. 
The assignments for the Sudbury and Newton soldiers are also here. 

It seems to me that it would be an act of courtesy to send these 
papers to the Town Clerk at Westminster. They belong io the his- 
tory of that town rather than to our own. Only one of them is of 
value to us, that relating to the Weston assignments. 

The most difficult part of my work has been accomplished, although 
more remains to be done. I have pasted into one scrap book all that 
I could find from 1682 to 1770. The second book from 1770 to 1789 
inclusive coutains six hundred separate articles. After 1800, 1 shall 
simply file the papers. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, . 


MARY FRANCES PEIRCE. 
WESTON, Feb. 26, 1892. 


TOWN SEAL. 


When the town seal was adopted at the last annual meet- 
ing, there was considerable discussion as to the correctness 
of the expression “1712-3”, as the date of the incorporation 
of the town. By two speakers, supported by a large mi- 
nority vote, it was held that this should have been “1712-18 ”. 
The answer of the Board was that, in their opinion, either 
form would be correct; but that the form adopted seemed 
to be preferable for use on the town seal. 

In connection with this subject the subjoined authoritative 
opinions will doubtless be of general interest : — 


NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, 
18 SOMERSET STREET, Boston, MASss., 
Boston, March 27, 1891. 


Having been shown a seal of the town of Weston, 
I have no hesitation in saying that the date on the 
seal, 1712-3, is correct. It would have been equally 
correct to have made it 1712-138, but that would have 
necessitated smaller figures,and would not have been 


advisable in this case. . 
JOHN WARD DEAN. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
OFFICE OF THE 
COMMISSIONER ON PUBLIC RECORDS OF PARISHES, 
TOWNS, AND COUNTIES, 
9 PARK STREET, Boston, April 1, 1891. 

If for the purpose of adherence to the record the 
seal of the town is to bear a double date, it would 
seem to be simply a matter of taste or artistic design 
as to how the date should be presented. A somewhat 
extended search among records of that ancient time 
shows that it was a matter of habit or custom among 
recording officers to adopt either of the following 
forms: — 

1712-8, 171 2/3, 1712-138, 1742, or 1442. 

It was not uncommon to record 1729-30 as 1729-0, 
and 1699-1700 was sometimes written 1699-0. There 
can be no doubt as to the meaning, and either form 
can be considered correct. 


Very respectfully, 


ROBERT T. SWAN, 
Commissioner. 


During an interview with Abner C. Goodell, Jr., Esq., 
Massachusetts Commissioner on the Province Laws, the 
Clerk of the Board was informed of Mr. Goodell’s strong 
personal preference for the expression 1712-13; with the 
opinion, however, that it is a case where “the doctors dis- 
agree.” This opinion was supported by reference to copies 
of the records of the Privy-council of England, in Mr. 
Goodell’s possession: In every case of double dating therein 
the expression is 1717/8. The best official usage of the time 
may, therefore, be said to favor the expression 1712-3. On 
the other hand, the best literary usage of the time, as ex- 
emplified in “The Spectator” and the writings of Dean 
Swift, is unqualifiedly in favor of 1712-13, etc., during the 
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decade from 1710 to 1720; although during the other de- 
cades a single terminal figure is used, as 1782-3. A strong 
argument in favor of the two terminal figures during the ten 
to twenty decades can certainly be made on phonetic grounds, 
since dates so expressed are naturally read as spoken. 

A consideration of the facts above cited, and the belief 
that not one of the majority who voted for the adoption of 
the seal at the annual meeting would object to the alteration 
suggested, led the Clerk of the Board to write and obtain 
the necessary signatures to a petition for the call of a special 
town meeting to act on the fo!lowing article : — 


To alter the Town Seal so that the date of incorpora- 
tion shallread ‘1712-13 ”’ instead of ** 1712-3.” 


At aspecial town meeting held April 25, 1891, a vote in 
accord with this article was passed unanimously. 

The title page of this report bears a fac-simile of the town 
seal; and it is to be noted that the seal as adopted at the 
last annual meeting was never used ofhficially. 


SUPPORT OF THE POOR. 
ALMSHOUSE. 


The almshouse and poor-farm were in charge of Mr. Wil- 
liam H. Mead until April 1, 1891, on which date his contract 
with the Town expired, and he declined to renew it, as he 
had already accepted a much more desirable business position 
elsewhere. Both Mr. and Mrs. Mead had for five years ren- 
dered most efficient service to the Town, and they carried 
with them the respect and best wishes of all who knew them. 

The Board endeavored to effect a similar contract for the 
remainder of the year; but no reliable person was found who 
would agree to such terms as would protect the interests of 
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the Town, and ensure the welfare of the the almshouse in- 
mates. It was therefore decided to revive the old system 
of conducting the almshouse, and Mr. George W. Hender- 
son was appointed Superintendent at a salary of $300 per 
annum. Both Mr. Henderson and his wife have discharged 
their duties to the full satisfaction of the Board. 

The Board have given considerable attention to the sub- 
ject of the maintenance of the almshouse buildings; but the 
small appropriation at their disposition has allowed such 
repairs only as seemed to be absolutely, necessary. Prudent 
business management, however, demands that many more 
repairs should be made during the coming year, and the 
sum of $200 for this purpose has been included in the 
appropriation recommended for town incidentals. 

The following is a list of the paupers at the almshouse 
during the year. 


NAME. AGE. ADMITTED. 
Mrs. Harriet Dudley, 64 yrs. March 1, 1884. 
Mrs. John L. Seaverns, Bae Fs Dec. 22, 1885. 
Joseph Seaverns, ah hy Dec. 22, 1885. 


Present number of inmates 3; tramps cared for during the 
year, 362. 

Owing to an unfavorable season, the receipts from farm 
crops have been small. The receipts and expenditures dur- 
ing the year have been as follows : — | 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash received from sale of milk ’ Meso 2 9. aU) 
received from sale of poultry and eggs bg oa 
received from sale of peas and beans 56 08 
received from sale of cows and calves 69 50 
received from sale of pickles . 61 36 
received from treasury. ; : 702 64 


$1,590 59 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Cash paid George W. Henderson, Superintend- 


ent, 1] months” . é : ; » Sosa 
paid for groceries and provisions : 234 33 
paid for hay and grains. . 241 38 
paid for Hoesen sid goods and diothtan 44 26 
paid for farming tools and repairs. : 39 O1 
paid for brewers’ grains and starch water . 109 88 
paid for seeds . ’ : : 42 59 
paid for cows . : : 75 QO 
paid for labor . : : 112 58 
paid for incidental expenses. .. ene 35 47 
paid for coal. 8 62 
paid William H. Mead for oat d of inthe 
during March, 1891 : ‘ 19 14 
paid Wu nain H. Mead for hay, cows, ‘to0les 
fuel, and provisions : : : 101 63 
paid F. T. Fuller for shingling dia repair- 
ing barns and sheds per contract . ; 212 02 
paid F. T. Fuller for repairs on barn ; 9 385 
paid F. W. Jackson, M. D., for medical 
attendance . ; : 10 00 
on hand . ; ! ‘ 19 83 
$1,590 59 


OUTSIDE RELIEF. 


Cash paid Mrs. Mary Veno of Waltham, account 


of rent ; : $84 O00 
paid City of TV elibGan A aid rendaien 
Mrs. Mary Veno and family in 1889 39 61 


Amount carried forward . : , . $123 61 
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Amount brought forward . $123 61 
Cash paid Newell Smith, for board of Earanee 
Leadbetter . i 9 00 
paid David Smith, for fore of Harines 
Leadbetter . : 25 50 
paid Town of Lancaster, for atest of Her 
man and Robert Percell . ‘ 6 00 
paid D. J. Eldridge, for board of veo 
Susan Hall . : , ; : 113 09 
$277 20 


SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ RELIEF. 


Cash paid Emery L. Bemis, for board of Sidney 


E. Rice . . Ww OLS ls og 
SUMMARY. 
Expenditures on account Almshouse . : ‘ $702 64 
Expenditures on account Outside Relief. 277 20 
Expenditures on account Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Relief : rt ; : PS boo 
Otay 4°. : ; . $1,161 23 


Of the above expenditures, the sum of $39.61 was for 
bills prior to March 1, 1891, and the sum of $118.09 will be 
repaid by the City of Boston. The net expenditure by the 
Town on account of the poor during.the current year is 
therefore $1,008.53. 


FIRES AND FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


There have been four fires within the town during the 
year, with a resulting loss of property to the value of $14,- 
386. Deducting from this amount the sum of $6,548, re- 
covered from the insurance companies, there remains a net 
. fire loss to citizens of Weston of $7,838 for the year. 
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Details with regard to the several fires are as follows :- 

April 15, 1891. Dwelling-house and barn of Timothy 
D. Adams on Winter Street. Cause unknown. Damage to 
house and contents, $80: insurance paid, $68; total loss of 
barn and contents, $506; insurance paid, $200. 

April 29, 1891. Forest fire in the south part of the 
town, bordering on Ash Street. Fifteen acres of woodland, 
property of Marshall L. Upham, damaged to the amount of 
$300; 50 acres of woodland, property of Charles J. Paine, 
damaged to the amount of $700. 

December 8, 1891. Wooden knitting factory, corner South 
Avenue and Pine Street, property of James Walton. Cause 
unknown. Total loss of building and contents, $9,300; in- 
surance paid, $3,800. 

December 31, 1891. Slaughter-house, on North Avenue, 
property of George E. Trask. Probable cause, hot ashes 
placed in cellar of building. Total loss of building and 
contents, $3,500; insurance paid, $2,480. 

At a special town meeting held April 25, 1891, an appro- 
priation was made for the equipment of a fire company 
at the centre of the town. As soon as the committee in 
charge of this appropriation had secured the necessary 
apparatus, the Board delivered the following document to 
Mr. W. N. Gowell : — 


To Messrs.: — 
W. N. GOWELL. FF. 2”. oe 
J. M. SMITH. C. A. FREEMAN. 
E. O. CLARK. L. E. CLARK. 
A. L. CUTTING. M. FRENCH. 
B. R. PARKER. N. BARKER, JR. 
P. McAULIFFE. R. KENNEY. 
J. H. MCAULIFFE. G. W. KENNEY. 
W. F. SHERBURNE. C. M. KELLIHER. 
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Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 35 of the 
Public Statutes, we hereby appoint you Enginemen 
for the manning of Hook and Ladder No. 2, with 

- chemical fire-extinguishers attached, stationed at the 
Town Hall, Weston. 

In your organization and conduct, you will be 
subject to such provisions of the Public Statutes as 
legally apply thereto. 

HENRY J. JENNISON, 
FRANCIS BLAKE, 
NATHAN §&. FISKE, 


Selectmen of the Townof Weston. 
WESTON, June 13, 1891. 


Ata meeting of these enginemen, held June 25, 1891, 
Hook and Ladder Company No. 2, was organized by the 
choice of Mr. B. R. Parker, as Foreman ; Mr. Merrill French, 
Assistant Foreman, and Mr. F. T. Fuller, Clerk. Messrs. 
W. F. Sherburne and C. M. Kelliher declined to accept their 
appointments as enginemen. 

During the month of August, the Chairman of the Board 
requested the Foremen of our two hook and ladder com- 
panies to test the efficiency of their fire-extinguishing appar- 
atus. This was done, with most satisfactory results, as will 
be seen from the subjoined report. 


Aug. 15, 1891. 

H. J. JENNISON, Chairman of Board of Selectmen: 
DEAR SiR :— On receiving your letter of the thir- 
teenth inst., authorizing me to make a trial test of the 
fire extinguishers of my company, I prepared a fire 
_ constructed of such material as I thought best. On 
this fire I used the chemical extinguishers, which put 
out the fire in eighteen seconds, thus proving with- 

out a doubt the merits of the chemicals. 

On another fire of the same size, the Johnson 
pumps were used with good success, showing that 
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they were all they were claimed to be. The above 
tests were made before six fire wards and companies 
one and two. 

Yours respectfully, 


B. R. PARKER, 
Foreman H. and L. No. 2. 


Article Ninth of the warrant for the next annual meeting 
is inserted in compliance with the subjoined written re- 
quest : — 

KENDAL GREEN, Feb. 24, 1892. 
Mr. HENRY J. JENNISON, 

Dear Sir:— By unanimous vote of a Joint Com- 
mittee, appointed by the Ladder Companies of this 
Town, I am instructed to ask your Honorable Board 
to insert in the Town Warrant an Article asking for 
$1,000 One Thousand Dollars for Fire Alarm 
Service. 

Hoping this will reach you in time for proper ad- 
justment, I remain 

Yours truly, 


F. H. GOWELL, 
Clerk of Committee. 


The Weston Fire Department is at present organized as 
follows : — 
HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY NO. 1. 
FOREMAN. 
F. H. GowELu. 
ASSISTANT FOREMAN. 
THomas E. CoBurn. 
CLERK. 
C. B. FLoyp. 


A. E. Coburn. 
William Rielly. 
N.S. Fiske. 
Peete ropin. 
William Quinn. 
A. L. Brown. 


F. A. Tucker. 
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ENGINEMEN. 


A. H. Garfield. . 


SUBSTITUTES. 


Howard C. Richardson. 


KE, Vittum. 


CeLy Berry. 

J. N. Guthrie. 
J.S. Bamford. 
Herbert Lewis. 
A. L. Vittum. 
G. N. Stevens. 


H. A. Harding. 
Roland Rand. 


The changes in the membership of this company during 
the year, are as follows : — 


Resigned. —Enginemen: T. V. Alcock and Roland Rand; Substi- 
tutes: Horace Vittum and A. L. Davis. 

Elected. —Enginemen: A. E. Coburn and A. L. Vittum; Substi- 
tutes: Horace Vittum, Everett Vittum, and Roland Rand. 


HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY NO. 2. 


W. N. Gowell. 
E. O. Clark. 
N. Barker, Jr. 
J. M. Smith. 


P. J. McAuliffe. 
_J.H. McAuliffe. 


FOREMAN, 


B. R. PARKER. 


ASSISTANT FOREMAN. 


M. FRENCH. 


CLERK. 
Eke eu LER: 


ENGINEMEN. 


J. J. Brown. 


. A. Freeman. 
. W. Kenney. 
%. Kenney. 

. F. Lamson. 

. P. Heard. 

wan Fed iF: uy 


Po St 0 
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SUBSTITUTES. 
H. L. Brown. B. H. Dickson, Jr. 


L. E. Roberts. A. 8. Burrage. 


The changes in the membership of this company since its 
organization last June, are as follows : — 


Resigned. — Enginemen: A. L. Cutting and L. E. Clark. 

Elected. — Enginemen: J. F. Lamson, H. P. Heard, E. J. Clark 
and J. J. Brown; Substitutes: H. L. Brown, L. E. Roberts, B. H. 
Dickson, Jr., and A. 8. Burrage. 


PUBLIC HEARING. 


At a stated meeting held Aug. 8, 1891, the Board con- 
sidered the petition of The New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company of Massachusetts for a location of its 
poles and wires thereon in Church Street, Weston, between 
the Central Massachusetts Railroad and School Street ; and 
School Street between Central Avenue and the residence of 
Mr. James B. Case. In view of the fact that the privileges 
asked for were to enable the petitioners to meet the requests 
of two prominent citizens for improved telephone service, 
the Board deemed it their duty to grant the petition; and a 
vote to that effect was passed, and a copy thereof transmitted 
to the Town Clerk to be entered upon the records of the 
Town. 

Early in the following November, the Company began the 
construction of the proposed lines; but there was at once so 
strong a protest from abutters on the route and others, that, 
at the suggestion of the Chairman of the Board, the work 
was suspended, in order that a public hearing might be given 
to all persons interested in the matter. 

Meantime, an agreement was entered into by the Tele- 
phone Company and a citizen, under which agreement the 
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lines were to be built entirely on private property, in case 
the public hearing should show a general opposition to their 
location within the highways. 

The public hearing was held pursuant to notice, at the 
Town Hall, Weston, on Friday, November 20th, 1891, at 
4 o'clock, p. M. The attendance was large; and, after a num- 
ber of citizens had spoken against the location of poles with- 
in the highways of Weston, it was unanimously 

Voted, That the Board of Selectmen be and here- 
by are directed to request the New England Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company to return its permit 
to locate poles on Church and School Streets. Said 


permit being the one granted by the Selectmen on 
August 8th, 1891. 


After the hearing had been dissolved, the Board orally 
requested a representative of the Telephone Company to 
notify them that it was the wish of the Town that their pole 
lines be placed on private property in accordance with their 
agreement witha citizen already referred to; and thata 
public telephone be placed in the Massachusetts Central 
Railway station. 

A letter quoting the vote passed at the hearing, and 
making the request indicated therein, was signed in dupli- 
cate by Messrs. Jennison and Fiske; and one copy thereof 
mailed to the N. E. Telephone and Telegraph Co. and the 
other copy placed on file. 

It should be noted that the Clerk, owing to his personal 
interests in the telephone business, took no part — aside 
from the discharge of his clerical duties —in the delibera- 
tions or actions of the Board with regard to matters connect- 
ed with this hearing. 

A consideration of the facts above recited, shows that the 
Board of Selectmen, acting in good faith and entirely with- 
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in their statutory powers, granted a franchise which they 
would not have granted if the Town By-laws had preseribed 
a public hearing upon the petition therefor. 

The Board are still strong in their opinion that the high- 
way is the proper place for telegraph and telephone poles. 
Nevertheless, as the official acts of selectmen should repre- 
sent the will of the majority of their fellow-townsmen, it is 
recommended that an additional by-law be adopted by the 
Town, as proposed in Article Eighth of the warrant for the 
next anuuals meeting. 


GENERAL STATE ELECTION. 


The full Board were present and discharged their legal 
duties at the General State Election held at the Town Hall, 
Weston, on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 1891. 

Two hundred and fifty-one ballots were cast. The can- 
vass of votes for Governor and Representatives in General 
Court, resulted as follows : — 


* 


GOVERNOR. 
Charles H. Allen, of Lowell, Republican . ‘ ; ; ‘ 156 
Charles E. Kimball, of Lynn, Prohibition i ; : : 6 
Henry W. Robinson, of Boston, Socialist Labor . : ey oak 
William E. Russell, of Cambridge, Democratic ; : : 79 
Blanks ; é ; ; ; : ; : : 9 
Total . RBI Oi ; : ‘ é 251- 


REPRESENTATIVES IN GENERAL COURT. 
EIGHTEENTH MIDDLESEX DISTRICT. 


Henry C. Hall, of Waltham, Democratic . ; : ; 38 
* Henry J. Jennison, of Weston, Republican . ; } : 206 
Timothy Leary, of Waltham, Democratic ; : , P 36 
* Mahlon R. Leonard, of Waltham, Republican : : : 92 
Blanks ‘ ; ; 4 : ; 130 

Total . } , . : , : ; ; : A 502 


*Elected by the combined votes of Waltham and Weston. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


During the month of June, 1890, a Weston household 
was afflicted with diphtheria. Recently-acquired knowledge 
of circumstances connected therewith, prompts the Board to 
express their conviction that the thanks of the community 
are due to Dr. F. W. Jackson for his efficient and gratuitous 
rendering of professional services which prevented a spread 
of the disease. 

In response to a petition of the Board, dated May 9, 1891, 
the Fitchburg Railroad Company have stationed a day flag- 
man at Viles Street Crossing, and a night gateman at Stony 
Brook Crossing. 

On Aug. 17, 1891, the Board granted the subjoined: peti- 
tion from the City of Cambridge. 


CAMRRIDGE, Aug. 14, 1891. 


To the Honorable the Board of Selectmen 
of the Town of Weston: 

The undersigned respectfully represents that by 
the Act of the Masschusetts Legislature of the year 
1884, Chapter 256, the City of Cambridge is not per- 
mitted to draw water from Stony Brook when it 
ceases to run over the dam, without the consent of 
Waltham and Weston. At present the water is 
about on a level with the dam, and should a rain 
now come the water falling would be wasted by run- 
over the dam; whereas, could the City of Cambridge 
be permitted to draw down the water now, storage 
could be thereby obtained for the next rain-fall. 
Wherefore your petitioner for and in behalf of the 
City of Cambridge, respectfully prays that your Hon- 
orable Board will grant the consent of the Town of 
Weston to said Cambridge to draw down the water 
to obviate this difficulty during the dry season. 


ALPHEUS B. ALGER, 
Mayor. 
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As similar petitions are likely to be received from year to 
year, it is suggested that any objections to the grant thereof 
should be presented at the next annual meeting. 

Three formal notices of injuries received on Aug. 25, 1891, 
by reason of a defect in the highway at a point on Central 
Avenue near Curve Street, have been served upon the Town 
by Patrick McManus; Ellen McManus and Ellen McManus 
by Edward McManus, Next Friend. These notices are 
dated Wayland, Sept. 19, 1891. The subjoined letter has 
come to hand just as this report is going to press : — 


WAYLAND, MAss., March 1, 1892. 


To the Selectmen of Weston: 

The claim of Miss and Mr. McManus, of Sudbury, 
against the Town of Weston, has been left with me 
for collection. The claim is for injury on the High- 
way in Weston (the last fall), of which you were 
notified. 

I think it is a claim so just, that no suit should be 
brought, until the Town at its town meeting shall 
have refused to act upon it; therefore I thought best 
to ask you to see that it is properly brought before 
the town for action, and I defer bringing a suit until 
reasonable time is given. 

I would be pleased to confer with you at any time 
in reference to the case. 


Yours truly, 


R. T. LOMBARD. 


It is not believed that suits can be maintained under these 
notices; but as in any event selectmen have no statutory 


authority to employ counsel for the defence of suits brought ~ 


against a town (Walpole v. Gray, 11 Allen, 149.), it is 
recommended that the Town adopt the additional by-law 


—_ p 
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proposed in Article Seventh of the warrant for the next 
annual meeting. 

Upon several occasions members of the Waltham police 
force (generally while off duty) have rendered most zeal- 
ous and efficient service to the Town by co-operating with 
our own Officers in the pursuit and capture of criminals 
within the limits of Weston. It is therefore recommended 
that the Selectmen be authorized to tender suitable compen- 
sation to the Waltham officers who have thus served the 
Town. 

During the year, the Board have drawn orders on the 
Town Treasurer for the payment of approved bills to the 
amount of $29,927.44. 

In connection with this subject they respectfully express 
their opinion that $50 per annum is, and has been for several 
years past, but a meagre compensation for the services of 
the Town Auditor; and they recommend that at the next 
annual meeting the salary of that office be fixed at $100 per 
annum. 


HENRY J. JENNISON, 

FRANCIS BLAKE, 

NATHAN S&S. FISKE, 
Selectmen of the Town of Weston. 


REPORT OF THE ROAD COMMISSIONERS. 


The money appropriated for the highways, at the annual 
meeting, has been expended on the several streets as fol- 
lows: Ash Street, $60; Brown Street, $40; Bogle Street, 
$20; Church Street, $130; Chestnut Street, $100 ; Crescent 
Street, $75; Concord Street, $100; Elm Street, $35; For- 
est Street, $30; Glen Road, $400; Highland Street, $200; 
Lincoln Street, $25; Merriam Street, $250; Newton Street, 
$200; East Newton Street, $260; North Avenue, $700; 
Lexington Street, $30; Oak Street, $25; River Street, $30 ; 
Summer Street, $195 ; South Avenue, $760 ; Sudbury Street, 
$50 ; School Street, $30 ; Pine Street, $20; Wellesley Street, 
$425; Winter Street, $50; Viles Street, $350, The $5000, 
which was granted for Central Avenue, with the balance left 
over from last year, has all been expended on the Avenue, 
in grading, blasting, making sidewaiks from Mr. Willard 
Biblew S pout to Concord Street, and has been accepted to 
the entire satisfaction of the County Commissioners. 

As the time expired Jan. 1, 1892, for repairing the whole 
length of the avenue, and as it would need more money, your 
Commissioners asked for the extension of the time to Jan. 1, 
1893, and it was granted. 

The sum of $800, which was granted for Glen Road has 
been expended on the new part, as laid out by the Road 
Commissioners. 

The road has been graded to the width of twenty feet, and 
with a small outlay this coming season, the public will find 
it a great improvement on the old road. 
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East Newton Street has been finished at the expense of 
$2,760, and accepted by the County Commissioners. 

For general repairs on the highways, we ask the same as 
for last year; with the addition of $500 for snow-bills, bills 
prior, and other incidental expenses. 

Guideboards are maintained at the following places, viz. : 
corner of North Avenue and Lexington Street, North Av- 
enue and Church Street, North Avenue and Forest Street, 
Concord and Merriam Streets, North Avenue and Lincoln 
Street, Concord and Sudbury Streets, Central Avenue and 
Concord Street ; Central Avenue and School Street, Central 
Avenue and Wellesley Street, Wellesley and Newton Streets, 
Newton and Ash Streets, South Avenue and Wellesley 
Street, South Avenue and Kast Newton Street, South Avenue 
and River Street, River Street and Loring Place, Winter and 
Brown Streets. 


Respectfully submitted, 


BENJ. F. CUTTER, 
M. L. UPHAM, 
T. E. COBURN, 
Road Commissioners of Weston. 


SPECIAL REPORT OF THE ROAD COMMIS- 
SIONERS ON LORING PLACE. 


In looking over the records of the County Commissioners 
at East Cambridge, we find it recorded that Loring Place is 
a piece of the old County Road that was not discontinued as 
a county road when River Street was laid out in 1838; 
therefore the discontinuance of a part of it as a public high- 
way by the Town was illegal. We would recommend that 
the Town instruct the Commissioners to petition the County 
Commissioners to discontinue it as a County way so that the 
Town may do with it as they see fit. 


BENJ. F. CUTTER, 
M. L. UPHAM, 
T. E. COBURN, 
fioad Commissioners of Weston. 
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


TERM EXPIRES. 


CHARLES F’. Russet, Chairman . : . March, 1892 
F. H. Urnam, Secretary ; seu tes Mer darnivint ¢ ait 
NAHUM SMITH, . ‘ : ; , ‘ a 1894 


SuB—CoMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND REPAIRS. 
Nahum Smith. 


Sus-CoMMITEEE ON TErxtT—Books AND COURSE OF STUDY. 
Nahum Smith, F. H. Upham. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Bens. J. Hinps, Principal, Spring Term. 

Justin E. Gaue, Principal Fall and Winter Terms. 

Miss CLEMENTINE A. SHELDON, Assistant Spring Term. 
Miss Saran W. Hearn, Assistant Fall and Winter Terms. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled. : 33 
Average attendance . 2 : : 24 
Number of scholars over Afieen years of age 22 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


Miss M. Eva Warren, Teacher Spring Term, 
Miss Mary F. Kaurrman, Teacher Fall Term. 
Miss Harriet V. Exutiorr, Teacher Winter Term. 


40 
Whole number of scholars enrolled 
Average attendance . 


Ninnoee of scholars over Bfeeaty years of age 
7 - under twelve years 


EAST CENTRE SCHOOL. —No. 1. 


Miss Susie E. Cutter, Teacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled 
Average attendance . 


32 
25 
12 
10 


28 
22 


Borers in attendance three years: Florence E. Hagar. — 
Perfect in attendance one year: Charles R. Barker. 


WEST CENTRE SCHOOL — No. 2. 


Miss Laura A. Dunn, Teacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled 
Average attendance . 


23 
21 


Perfect in attendance for two years: Charles E. Wark. 


NORTH-WEST SCHOOL — No. 3. 


Miss Linure I. Dunn, Teacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled 
Average attendance . 


NORTH-EAST SCHOOL — No. 4. 


Miss Anna C. Copurn, Teacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled 
Average attendance . 


13 
12 


49 
4] 
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Perfect in attendance for seven terms: Josephine M. 
Stevens. 


For three terms: Minora L. Brown, Albert C. Coburn. 


SOUTH-EAST SCHOOL. — No. 5. 
Miss Lizzie S. Vines, Jeacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled . : 43 
Average attendance . : : : : 53 


Perfect in attendance for the year: Mary Crotty. 


SOUTH-WEST SCHOOL. — No. 6. 
Miss E. Acnres Parker, Veacher. 


Whole number of scholars enrolled . F 21 
Average attendance . ; : 12 


The School Committee again reports that there has been 
no change in the efficient corps of Primary school teachers 
and that the Primary schools are in good condition. 

The sickness of Miss Warren, teacher of the Grammar 
School, made it necessary at the beginning of the fall term to 
find some one to take her place. This was not easy, and the 
work in that school at first did not fulfill the desires of your 
Committee. 

But at the beginning of the winter term the services of 
Miss Elliott were secured and it is thought that this school 
now merits the approval of all. 

In the High School your Committee has been able to re- 
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tain Mr. Gale and to secure as his assistant Miss Heard. It 
would report the different departments in the High School 
building well equipped and doing work that is wholly satis- 
factory. 

The school year has been changed to conform to that of 
the majority of the schools in the Commonwealth, and in 
June next will be graduated the first class which has taken 
the full four years course. 

There ie now in the High Sahhol one scholar fitting for 
college and one for the Boston School of Technology. The 
regular four years course was not adopted with the view of 
fitting for either: instead with that of providing a more gen- 
eral education than preparation for college or the School of 
Technology demands. But your Committee desires that no 
citizen of the town shall find it necessary to send a child else- 
where for any preparatory education, and has supplemented 
and varied the course to meet the needs of these scholars. 
It will be able to do this while it can retain its present 
willing and competent teachers. 

Nothing has been done towards erecting a new school- 
house in District No. 4. Your committee met with the 
special committee appointed to consider that matter, but 
having learned that the committee appointed at the last town 
meeting “To take into consideration the matter of the 
tuition of children living in the outskirts of the town” would 
report in favor of adopting the system now used in Concord, 
whereby all children are brought to a central building, it 
was thought best to delay action till the disposition of the 
voters towards that report was known. No such important 
project as regards our schools has been presented for many 
years and a careful consideration of the report should be 
given by all interested in the education of our children. 

The interest in drawing and music increases, and the in- 
struction given in the primary schools has begun to bear 
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fruit, the classes in the higher schools now having been ad- 
vanced one grade. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CHARLES F. RUSSELL, 


by Sos IM WS al Ba 
NAHUM SMITH, 


School Committee. 


REPORT OF SUB COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND 


REPAIRS. 

Appropriation for support of schools . . $9,100 00 
Income for Massachusetts school fund , i 162 73 
$5,862 73 

Expended under this item . ! . 9,806 68 
Balance unexpended . 3 : ; $56 05 
Appropriations for school incidentals . $1500 00 
Expended : : : : ‘ Cea sGO 82 
Balance . i : : : Ape Meeks et re NG Ut 
Appropriation for text books . : ; . $400 00 
Expended . : : : ‘ : 354 68 
Balance remaining. ; ‘ $45 32 


As a rule the two items of fuel for the different rooms and 
the ordinary repairs about the different houses require the 
most money, (and, one year with another, the High School 
building requires more than all the others in total) yet some- 
times extraordinary repairs are in order, and, as this year, 
the two buildings, the Southeast and Southwest, must be 
shingled, it will be better to appropriate the same sum as 
last year for school incidentals. 

While repairs of school buildings are always in order, yet 
the general condition of the houses is such that they will do 
good service for years to come, and we think do no discredit 
to the town. Respectfully submitted, 

N. SMITH, Sub Committee. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED TO 


CONSIDER THE TUITION OF CHILDREN. LIVING ON 
THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE TOWN. 


The fifteenth article of the warrant for the Town meeting 
of March 23, 1891 was: — 

“To see if the Town will grant money for the tuition of 
children living on the outskirts of the town, or to act any- 
thing relative thereto.” 

The discussion of this article showed clearly that the sen- 
timent of the town was strongly opposed to the payment of 
tuition money for the education of its children in neighbor- 
ing towns; but that, on the contrary, the town desired to 
meet the difficulty by furnishing adequate facilities in its own 
schools for all the children within its borders. 

A committee was therefore appointed “to take the matter 
of the tuition of children living on the outskirts of the town 
into consideration, and report at a future meeting.” 

Your committee naturally began this consideration by the 
inquiry: How do other towns like ours meet this difficulty, 
and what can we learn from their experience? 

We found that the town of Concord has for several years 
abandoned its scattered school-houses and the district sys- 
tem, and concentrated its school buildings at the centre of 
the town, and transported the grammar and primary child- 
ren living beyond a certain radius to and from school at 
the town’s expense. 
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We found that the towns of Lexington and Cohasset were 
just introducing the same methods; and quite recently the 
town of Bedford has adopted the new system. 

We visited Concord and inspected the buildings. One 
large and one smaller building accommodate the grammar 
and primary pupils of the town. These school houses stand 
near the High School, and with it form a noticeable group of 
public buildings. The children of West Concord, some two 
miles away, are not included in this arrangement, but have a 
similar building of their own for the grades below the High 
School. 

The transportation of scholars living a mile and a quarter 
or more away is undertaken by the town, and accomplished 
by two two-horse and two one-horse barges, or wagons. 
The expense of transportation was roughly stated at about 
$40 per week. 

No provision is made for transportmg High School schol- 
ars, since under any system there is but one High School in 
a town, and that is expected to be at some central spot. 

There is no real reason, however, why distant High School 
scholars might not fairly be included in the arrangements for 
conveyance, and here in Weston it would probably be 
thought best to include them. 

The High School pupils from West Concord, it should be 
stated, easily reach their school by trains on the railroad. 

At Cohasset, and Lexington and Bedford similar arrange- 
ments prevail, although, of course, with variations. Your 
committee have not madea special study of all these places, 
feeling that a general outline of the plan is all that is ex- 
pected of them at this time. Im all of the towns referred 
to, however, model buildings have been erected, fitted with 
the most approved systems of heating and ventilation, and 
giving the best possible advantages for the health and well- 
being of mind and body. 
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The next point considered by your committee was the 
probable relative expense of the new system compared with 
the present one. 

It has been found at Concord, and this experience is ex- 
pected to be repeated at the other towns cited, that, while 
the expense of establishing the new system may be consid- 
erable, yet, in the long run the cost of maintaining the 
schools is in some ways lessened rather than otherwise ; and 
that, if in any respect it is increased, the gain in efficiency, 
in greater regularity of attendance, and in other valuable 
results, quite outweighs such increase of cost. In fact, an 
absolute saving is likely to result in cost of repairs, supplies, 
music-teaching, and drawing-teaching, where the time occu- 
pied in reaching different and remote parts of the town is a 
considerable element in the expense, and, in some cases, in 
the number of regular teachers required. 

But setting the question of expense aside, some of the 
distinct advantages of the consolidated system are as 
follows : — 

First. Equal advantages to scholars from all parts of the 
town. 

Second. More regular average attendance irrespective of 
the weather. 

Third. Better buildings, better ventilation, better equip- 
ments, better janitor service. 

Fourth. As a consequence, more enthusiasm, on the 
part of teachers and pupils, more efficiency, and the added 
stimulus which comes from increased educational life and 
energy. . 

fifth. Better facilities for superintendence and super- 
vision. 

Sixth. Better grading and classifying. Because, with all 
the material to work upon gathered together, it can be sorted 
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more discriminately, rearranged from time to time more 
easily and justly, and handled more efficiently. This is 
especially apparent in the departments of music and drawing 
and in other general exercises. 

If these and other minor advantages expected to be 
realized should be obtained only in part, the system would 
be amply justified. 

Our final question for bocsidavation was: How far, and 
how soon would this system be desirable for Weston? 

We could find no considerable variations in the conditions 
and requirements here, from those that exist in such towns 
as Lexington and Bedford and Concord. Our number of 
school children may be fewer, but if all are included, there 
are enough to make a compact, well defined series of grades. 

Our distances for transportation cannot be more difficult 
to arrange or materially greater than those in other towns. 

In Concord the points covered lie between a mile and 
three and a half miles from the central buildings, and in at 
least four or five different directions. Ours would hardly 
be more than that. 

And if the town should think favorably of the general 
plan, the present would seem to be the best time for its most 
economical adoption. Ifthe people of Kendal Green, who 
are in pressing need of enlarged and improved school accom- 
modations, should willingly and heartily endorse this plan, 
and forego the new school house for which they are asking, 
in favor of the system above outlined, the money thus 
diverted would go far towards the expense of the proposed 
central building. If, in addition to this, there are other 
school buildings which will before long require considerable 
repairs, at least, if not re-building or remodelling, then it 
would seem that the net cost of adopting the new system now 
would not be very great. 
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Your committee have not considered it within the scope 
of their instructions to make estimates as to cost, or to enter 
into minor details as to construction or transportation. 

They feel sure that the general plan as outlined is admir- 
able, and should be seriously considered by the town at this 
time. For it is evident that a new school-house must soon 
be built at considerable expense, either at Kendal Green. 
under the old system or at the Centre under the new. And 
since a certain amount of transportation seems to be called 
for now under the present system, it is well to consider 
whether it is not best to make the plan as complete and as 
equitable to all interests as possible. 

Mr. W. 8S. Eaton, Superintendent of Schools of Concord, 
has kindly placed at the disposal of your committee an 
article which he wrote some two years ago and recently read 
at a meeting of our citizens. This article seems tous to 
embody in a very clear and comprehensive manner the argu- 
ments drawn from experience in favor of the consolidated 
system, and to answer many inquries that might naturally 
be asked. | 

We therefore append it to our report as a part and parcel 
thereof. — 


JUSTIN E. GALE, 


ARTHUR L. COBURN, 
S. H. WARREN. 
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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF CONCORD. 
BY W. S. EATON. 


Ten years ago an unprejudiced examination of the common schools 
in the little town of Concord clearly showed that the results attained 
gave little reason for present satisfaction; and, considering the untir- 
ing zeal of committees and superintendents for preceding years, no 
sufficient ground for hopeful anticipation. Our school authorities 
already had turned their attention to Quincy, and, by contrast, were 
painfully conscious of our deficiencies. New teachers, trained under 
Col. Parker’s eye, and imbued with his progressive spirit, philosophy, 
and methods were being introduced. Liberal grants of money had 
been made by the town. Nevertheless, measured by the standards 
within sight, the schools gave no adequate response. The tests ap- 
plied showed that there was no improvement at all commensurate with 
the outlay of money, time, and zeal. A sufficient reason for the dis- 
appointment was not farto seek. The common schools of the princi- 
pal village were five in number, and were kept in five separate houses, 
carefully located in such a way that every.villager had a primary school 
near his own home. The intermediate school, however, was at one 
end of the village, and the grammar school was nearly central. An 
attempt to grade the primary schools had been made with partial suc- 
cess. For the west villages there were two schools under one roof. 
Besides these, five district schools existed for the convenience of the 
outlying farming population. These latter schools graduated pupils 
presumably prepared to enter the high school, but sometimes they 
were permitted to include high-school studies in their courses. This, 
then, was the system of schools confronting our school board ten years 
ago. There were twelve schools, occupying eleven houses, presenting 
a jumble of ungraded, imperfectly graded, and mixed schools, taught 
by faithful teachers, many of whom had breathed the invigorating air 
of Quincy’s salty breezes. The school committee saw the need, and 
met the emergency resolutely. A wisely-directed and vigorous agita- 
tion quickly procured from the*town an appropriation for an eight- 
room schoolhouse, to be erected at the Centre. In December, 1880, 
this house, known as the ‘‘ Emerson School,” was ready for occu- 
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pancy, and received the children from the village schools. An imme- 
diate and inevitable improvement in every quality that distinguishes 
a good school from a poor school resulted. 

The school committee, however, were not content with this achieve- 
ment. They had long regarded with solicitude the weak but expensive 
district schools. Displaying a true democratic instinct, they were 
anxious for all the children of the town to have and enjoy equal educa- 
tional advantages. To make a really good modern school out of a small 
district school was hopeless. The committee, therefore, welcomed the 
suggestion of the true solution of this problem, —a suggestion which 
came to them from that great Quincy educator, to whom Concord chil- 
dren are under lasting obligation. The statement of the solution is 
simple : Whereas, we cannot have an eight-room schoolhouse in every 
district; we will bring every district pupil to the eight-room house at 
the Centre. The actual solution was much more difficult. For when 
one reflects that a period of ten years elapsed between the closing of 
the first and closing of the last of the five district schools, and that 
during these years the school committee did not for a moment lose 
sight of the end in view, nor relax their effort to accomplish the result 
desired, the strength of the conservative forces to be overcome can be 
estimated. 

A statement here, regarding the School Boards that have so reso- 
lutely and persistently wrought this reform, will be appropriate. 
Concord’s School Board has been and is composed of nine members, 
no one of whom has been in service during the whole of the ten years 
of change. Made up of members chosen from all parts of the town, 
it is truly representative. It is a remarkable fact, that, during these 
ten years more than one half of the Committee were farmers, and, 
that generally, five of the nine members represented the five districts 
involved in the change. Had the Committee been small, or less re- 
presentative, the consolidation of our schools would have been effected, 
if at all, only by arbitrary measures, and at the risk of bitter feelings. 
In fact, a change so radical could not have been made against a united 
public sentiment in the districts. . 

The opposition to the closing of these schools and transporting of 
the children to the Centre was due mainly to two powerfully operative 
causes. First: the apprehensions of real estate owners that a loss of 
their school would cause a depreciation in the value of their farms. 
Second: the natural disinclination of parents to send their little chil- 
dren so far from home and for so many hours, in a climate subject to 
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such sudden and rigorous changes. These two objections could not 
be met by an appeal to experience, and were overcome only by per- 
sistent and patient effort, joined with an occasional courageous exer- 
cise of authority. From successive annual reports of the School 
Committee I have made extracts that exhibit the purpose of the Com- 
mittee, and the gradual progress towards the desired goal. 

The change began in 1879 when the school in District No. 7 was 
closed because the Committee did not feel justified in keeping the 
school open for the small number of pupils attending it. The pupils 
were transported at a cost considerably less than the expense of main- 
taining the school. About the same time the grammar school pupils 
in District No. 2 were required to attend « centre school, and to make 
their ownway thither. In 1881, Supt. John B. Tileston said in his re- 
port, ‘‘ The policy of concentrating our children has been tried in our 
North Quarter district. The children have been carried to the schools 
of the village for more thana year. The parents were at first mostly 
opposed to this course. They seem now to be entirely satisfied and 
would not have their old school if they could.”’ In 1881 the parents 
of District No. 2, the largest and most populous district in town, sent 
in apetition asking that their children be transported to the Centre. 
Before action upon the petition was taken, a second petition was re- 
ceived from the same people, asking for a continuance of their school. 
The school was not closed: the Committee preferred to wait for a 
more permanent sentiment. In 1881, too, the school in District No. 5 
was closed and the pupils conveyed to the Centre. Action also was 
take to close the school in District. No. 6, but the parents objected so 
strenuously that the Committee reconsidered their action, and contin- 
ued the school. In their report, March, 1882, the Committee refer to 
their action as follows: ‘‘ It has not been the policy here to bring 
the children of the outside districts to the central schools unless the 
voters of the district desire it. When the number of pupils is less 
than ten the Committee feel that they are not warranted in incurring 
the expense of keeping a separate school.’”’ They also urge that ‘‘it 
is a question which the parents in the outer districts of the town 
should consider carefully, whether the instruction at the centre of 
the town is not better, as well as cheaper, than it can be made to be in 
their own schools, and what is their duty in such a case.” Here we 
find a statement of the principle that has guided the action of the suc- 
cessive committees, and an illustration of the way in which they kept 
before the districts their opinion of the necessary inferiority of the 
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district school, and the suggestion of the ease of obtaining for the 
children the best education the town affords. 

In 1882, at the suggestion of Dr. William T. Harris, then Superin- 
tendent and member of the School Committee, a Preparatory High 
School class was organized at the Centre, for all the pupils in town 
who belonged to the highest grammar grade. This proved to bea 
popular step in the direction of concentration. For three years the 
schools remained without further change. In 1885, however, at the 
request of the member of the School Committee from District Number 
3, his school was closed and the children conveyed to the Centre. In 
reporting this to the town the Committee write as follows : 

‘‘On the establishment of the Emerson School two courses in re- 
gard to schools outside the centre of the town were open to the 
School Committee: — First, to close those schools at once and to trans- 
fer the children, willing or unwilling, to the central schools. Second, 
to continue the outside schools until such a time as the parents should 
be convinced that the education given at the central schools was 
superior, and should voluntarily ask to have their schools closed, and 
the children conveyed to the Emerson school. The latter course, 
which was the one chosen by the Committee, was undoubtedly the 
wise one.”’ 

In 1886, several of the parents in the East Quarter District ex- 
pressed a desire to have their children conveyed to the Centre, and in 
1887 they formally petitioned the Committee for such conveyance. 
The Committee promptly acted upon the petition, closed the school, 
and began to transport the pupils. A counter petition was sent in, 
but an investigation developed a strong sentiment in favor of trans- 
portation to the Centre. The Committee, therefore, consulting what 
they ‘‘ believed to be the best interests of the children,” denied the 
' second petition and continued to transport the children. In the 
same year, the school in District No. 6, the last of its kind, was 
closed by the vote of the Committee and without material opposition 
from the district. The following spring the Committee report, ‘‘ We 
have now concentrated the school children in the High, Emerson, 
and the West Concord schools, where they can all have the best edu- 
cation the town affords ; and it is the belief of the Committee that it 
will not be necessary to re-open any of the district schoolhouses.”’ 

In the year 1887, a four-room house was completed at West Con- 
cord, and occupied by the pupils of the three villages in that section 
of the town. Last spring (1889) a new house for the accommodation 
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of the High School and the preparatory class was completed. To-day, 
therefore, our pupils, six hundred and fifty in number, are all in three 
houses erected within the past ten years; all sharing the same advan- 
tages, and equal opportunities under conditions favorable for attaining 
the best results. This, Concord has accomplished in ten years to im- 
prove the conditions of her schools. Mr. Walton, agent of the State 
Board of Education, inspected the schools before they were concen- 
trated, and he has inspected them recently. From him comes the 
gratifying assurance that the schools of Concord have made greater 
progress in these ten years than have the schools of any other town 
in the State that has come under his observation. 

I have already referred to the two chief influences that worked 
against the abolishment of these schools. Perhaps the question 
oftenest asked by those who have inquired about the plan is this: 
What has been the eflect upon real estate in the districts? To this 
question I can answer only this. Several of the best sales of farms 
made in town have been made since this system has gone into opera- 
tion. Many sales have been made, and I have no doubt the real 
estate agent sets forth as an advantageous condition, that children are 
taken at the door and conveyed, free of charge, to as good public 
schools as can be found in any other town. 

The next question concerns the children themselves. Are the little 
children comfortable in severe weather, and well cared for through 
the day? <A responsible driver is employed, generally a respectable 
and respected farmer living at the further end of his district, to whom 
the parents do not hesitate to entrust their children. He fits up a 
conveyance especially for this service, and repeated and careful en- 
quiries on my part have failed to elicit a single complaint from the 
children on the score of comfort, even in the severest weather. One 
of the regular teachers, or some other responsible person is employed 
for a small sum to look after all the children who stay at the school- 
house during the noon intermission. Perhaps the best testimony to 
the success of our system in overcoming the disinclination of parents 
to send their little ones so far from home and for all day, is found in 
the record of their attendance. <A careful compilation of the attend- 
ance of about seventy-five children thus conveyed from two to three 
and a half miles, for the winter months of 1888-9, showed that their 
record of attendance was between one and two per cent higher than 
the general average of the schools they attended. Nine of these chil- 
dren, too, were members of the lowest primary class. This is not 


54 ~ 


surprising when one reflects that these children are taken at or near 
their own doors, brought to school and returned to their homes with- 
out exposure when the weather is stormy, without impediment when 
the snow is deep, and without discomfort when the cold is severe. 

I am often asked regarding the conduct of the children when in 
transit. Orderly, quiet conduct is required, and the driver is held re- 
sponsible. He has ready means to enforce the requirements. Asa 
rule, the children from the outer districts have less unruly tendencies 
than some who live in the villages. When a case arises, however, the 
driver is directed to put the offender out of the carriage instantly. One 
solitary journey is sufficient usually to quell the unruly spirit, but occa- 
sionally an exclusion for a longer time has been enforced. 

The question of comparative cost of transportation, and of keeping 
open the district school, is an important one. We pay about $40 a 
week for transportation. If we kept open the district schools and 
employed as high-priced teachers as we employ at the Centre, the five 
schools would cost us $75 a week. As yet, we have not been obliged to 
employ additional teachers at the Centre because of the accessions from 
the districts. Nevertheless, during the past few years our school appro- 
priations have increased materially, though no part of the increase is 
chargeable to the system of concentration of the district pupils, as has 
already been shown. The larger schoolhouses cost more to heat and 
ventilate than did the smaller houses they superseded. 

They make necessary a more expensive janitor service; but it is to 
be understood that the heating, ventilating and janitor service under 
the old regime cost more than their worth. Music, drawing, free-text 
books and supplies, the maintenance of a comparatively large and 
growing high school (one in six of our pupils are in the high school), 
increased salaries of teachers, have all contributed to increase ma- 
terially the cost of our schools. With the exception of the text-books 
and supplies all these improvements have followed concentration and 
have been facilitated by it. All the parents of the town share equally 
the advantages arising from any improvement, whether it consist of 
better teachers, better school houses, new subjects of instruction, 
or better air in the rooms, and are therefore themselves more ready to 
assist in securing such improvements. Our method, therefore, of deal- 
ing with the district schools has brought the farmers’ children to schools 
organized, taught and disciplined by approved methods, where they 
come early into contact with the more varied and complex influences 
of village life and where they have opportunity to test their own 
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quality in competition with the most favored, and to develop all the 
powers of mind and heart which the small district schools did so little 
to stimulate. The evil and vulgar boy exerts far less influence for 
bad, if my observation has been correct, than he did in the district 
schools. All share the improved moral tone of a large and well 
disciplined school. 

Incidentally our system renders more efficient the supervision pro- 
vided, or given by the School Committee. Little time is lost by the 
Superintendent in travelling from school to school when there are so 
few houses to visit. Finally, our system has given both the district 
and the village better schools. 

Examine it critically, and in it will be found great advantages ; 
against it no serious objections can be brought which our experience 
has not demonstrated to be ill-founded. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The whole number of deaths reported during the year 
ending Jan. 1, 1892, is twenty. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 


Oldage . 2 Pueumonia, | day Be oS aks ia | 
Pneumonia . ; 2 Cancer uteri-operation : 

** La Grippe,” 5 Ais 1 Peritonitis, 5 days) eye neeeeeaeee 
Canccr of the pancreas L Sarcoma.of kidney > seen 
Typhoid fever. .. . . . 1 Bright’s disease, 3 years 

Diabetes . . 1. Heart disease’ eee 
Acute nephritis, about 6. mos. 1 Carcinomaof liver. . . ok 
Acute tuberculosis, 6 months 1 Appendicites and Pantone eye | 


Suddenly, fracture ae the skull Probably cerebral tumor, dura- 


and both legs “alge ons tion don’t know . . . oie 
Cardiac dropsy, l year. . . 1 Heart disease, mitral inuaiies 
Pulmonary naa about 2 iency . : 

MAT Sak sae hii Cee ce Dilatation..." eee 


Annual death rate per 1,000 inhabitants . . 12.01+° 


There has not been a single case of contagious disease 
reported to the Board the past year. 

During the late autumn and early winter months, “La 
Grippe” prevailed extensively. Most of the cases yielded 
readily to medical treatment. 

Early in April the Board: received a communication from 
Col. D. S. Lamson, calling attention to the low land near 
his stable, and the ditch leading therefrom through his land 
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to the culvert under Church Street, and claiming that the 

drain below Church Street, upon the Robbins estate, is filled 

up, thus holding the water back upon his land and causing 

him great damage. 

_ Upon receipt of the notice the Board at once examined 
the premises, and have done so several times since. 

We have found that ordinarily the water runs off readily 
below Church Street, but in times of freshets it is held back 
to some extent, either from insufficiency of the size of the 
drain on the Robbins estate or from some obstruction therein. 

We do not think, however, that a public exigency has 
existed at any time during the season, which would bring 
the case under the jurisdiction of the Board of Health. 
Nevertheless we think that Mr. Lamson is entitled to a 
remedy. ‘There seems to be no doubt but what the stream 
in question is a natural water-way, which was formerly an 
open run on the Robbins estate, but was filled up by Mr. 
Lane, a former owner of the property. If there is any 
doubt of Mr. Lamson’s right to open the drain, a remedy 
may be had upon application to the Selectmen, under whose 
jurisdiction the case comes. See Chap. 189, Sect. 25, 
Public Statutes. 

We also received a communication from Mr. Curtis Rob- 
inson at about the same time as the above. Mr. Robinson 
claims that the drain in the road in front of the house of Mr. 
Richardson is obstructed, thus holding the water back upon 
his estate. The same remarks as to the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Health will apply here, as in the foregoing case. 

We have, however, carefully examined the drain, and judg- 
ing from the diminished flow of water at its lower end, we 
think that it may be obstructed. Wecommend this case to 
the attention of the Road Commissioners, under whose 
jurisdiction it properly comes. 
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We have had the water of several suspected wells anal- 
yzed ; only one was condemned. 

Last spring Mr. John Sheehan was given a permit to carry 
on the business of slaughtering animals on the place owned ~ 
by him on Concord Street. The site of the slaughter house 
is well retired and not in sight from the road. Many 
years must elapse before it will be the cause of annoyance 
to any one. 


OLIVER R. ROBBINS, 
FREDERICK W. JACKSON, 
EDWARD COBURN, 
Board of Health. 
WESTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 


REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF CEMETERIES. 


The Trustees of Cemeteries submit the following report 
for the year ending Feb. 29, 1892 : — 

The usual work of caring for the cemeteries has been 
done. The wooden fence on Linwood Avenue has been 
replaced by a substantial one, in part supported by iron 
posts inserted in stone sunk below frost. The whole 
length of fence rebuilt is about one hundred and twenty 
rods. The wooden fence upon the north and south lines 
of Linwood Cemetery should be replaced by a new one of 
some description the coming season. The lots now graded 
in Linwood Cemetery are being taken quite fast; but few 
of the more desirable ones remain for sale. We think it 
best to grade one or more avenues and the lots bordering on 
the same the coming season. There have been 10 lots 
sold in Linwood Cemetery the past year, making the total 
number sold 67. | 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash received for ten burial lots : : : $258 94 
“6 “é ‘¢ Grass . ; ; f . 5 00 
<6 6 ‘¢ Wood . ‘ . ’ } 7 00 

Appropriated . : ; ; , . 1,000 00 


me 


$1,270 94 
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EXPENDITURES. 


. Geo. W. Cutting & Sons, ferti- 


lizer, grass-seed, and paints 
L. F. Upham, labor 
John H. Hussey, labor . 
Waltham Gas-Light Co., bar- 
rel tar 
Wood, Barker & Co. } infra Rees 
F. T. Fuller, labor : 
John Linnaen, chestnut posts, 
F. Jennison, labor 


o FOT. Fuller, labor 


E. L. Bemis, labor : 

Wood, Barker & Co., lumber, 

Herbert Seaverns, plants 

F. T. Fuller, labor 

R. W. Stuart, labor 

EK. L. Bemis, labor 

Geo. A. Hirtle, posts, bolts, 
and plates . ; 

Wood, Barker & Co., tata Bees 

Geo. W. Cutting, items as per 
bill , : 

Ro DS Fuller; bee 

E. L. Bemis, labor ; 

Jobn H. Hussey, labor, stone, 
hauling, drilling, and setting 
stones for fence . : 

Wood, Barker & Co., lumber, 


Amount carried forward 


157 09 
D4 72 


$796 97 
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Amount brought forward . . $796 97 
Dec. F. T. Fuller, labor ; a 1732 
es EK. M. Richardson, paint, oil, 


lead . : : ; : 8 45 
‘«¢ Geo. A. Hirtle, sharpening 
drills, a:tering irons . ite are OL 
1892. 
Jan. M. L. Upham, hauling loam . 22 50 
Feb. Benj. Peirce, labor ; : 21 39 
‘< ~=6©Geo. W. Cutting & Sons, 
paint, oil, etc. . : 4 46 
Ske. ham, labor, see. ; “1°50 
‘s Trustees for services. : 15 00 


Amount of expenses : AEA E BORD NRO 
Balance unexpended . ; , ; . $310 34 


Respectfully submitted, 


L. F. UPHAM, 

EDWARD COBURN, 

RF. T.. FOLLER, 
Trustees. 


REPORT OF FIRE COMMITTEE. 


The committee appointed at the last annual Town meeting 
to take measures in regard to protection against fire, etc., 
report as follows : — 

We have followed the plan begun by the preceding com- 
mittee, who placed the truck at the North side, and we have 
placed at the center of the town a light and serviceable truck, 
fully equipped with apparatus for putting out and preventing 
the spread of fires; the truck is manned by sixteen men 
under the leadership of an able foreman. 

We congratulate the Town on having now an effective 
though small fire department, which showed'its worth at the 
Trask fire last fall. 

The one thing the Town needs is some sort of a telegraph 
or telephone fire alarm system, especially between the Cen- 
ter and the north side of the Town; and we hope that the ~ 
Town will take favorable action in this important matter. 

The committee recommend that an appropriation of one 
hundred dollars be made to defray the running expenses of 
the fire department for the ensuing year. 


ACCOUNT OF FIRE COMMITTEE. 


Amount appropriated A : : : . $1000 00 


Spent at Center. 
Six Babcock fire extinguishers . - $120 00 
Extra charges for above . : . 30 00 


Amount carried forward . - $150 00 


63 


Amount brought forward . . $150 00 

Lumber, windows etc., forengineroom 60 82 

Labor on engine room. : 31 O01 

Hook and ladder truck . . 48-540 100 

Extra apparatus for fighting fires. 59 80 

Twelve Johnson pumps . ; 4 45 00 

Materials for engine room and truck . 13 59 

Badges . ‘ . : : : 11 55 

Express and freight . : : : 3 41 
Totalamount spent at Center. : ane 18 

Spent at North Side. 

Extinguisher charges : ‘ - $15.00 

Straps and blacksmith work . f 8 50 

Shovels and hoes. . s d 4 45 

Sundry articles : 6 10 

Painting Hook and Taaies No. a : 38 00 
Total amount spent at North Side’. : $72 05 

Spent for Town. 

Cleaning up under Town House : 5 25 

Six fireward badges. . . 4 32 
Total amount . : ; : : f 9 57 
Total amount spent . : : ho eKoO 
Amount appropriated : ; “ . $1,000 00 
Balance on hand in treasury : ; : $3 20 

(Signed) 


B. -H. DICKSON, JR. 
A. S. BURRAGE, 
F. W. JACKSON. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITOR. 


SCHOOLS. 
Appropriation : ; 
Massachusetts School Fund . 


B. J. Hinds, principal of High School, 
J. E. Gale, principal of High School, 
C. A. Sheldon, assistant, High School, 
S. W. Heard, assistant, High School, 
M. Eva Warren, Grammar School 
Mary F. Koffman, Grammar School, 
Harriet V. Elliot, Grammar School . 
Susie E. Cutter, Primary School No. 1, 
Lura A. Dunn, Primary School No. 2, 
Lillie I. Dunn, Primary School No. 3, 
Anna C. Coburn, Primary School 
No. 4 : : : é 
Rubie G. Tucker, Primary School 
No. 4 : ‘ . ; 
Lizzie J. Viles, Primary School No. 5, 
K. Agnes Parker, Primary School 
No. 6 : ; ; ; 
Charles E. Boyd, music 
Janet L. Howard, drawing 


Balance unexpended 


259 
973 
145 
366 
183 
150 
166 
425 
400 
400 


550 


180 
466 


400 
439 
300 


A4 
89 
87 
66 
34 
00 
67 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
66 


00 
15 
00 


$5,700 00 
162 73 


$5,806 68 


$56 05 
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SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. | 
Appropriation. } ; ‘ : - $1,500 00 


N. Smith, sundry persons, care of 
rooms : : : ; 66 00 
N. Smith, suadry Lane : ; $: 1 50 
F. H. Upham, coal . A : : 28 00 
Charles Emerson, coal. 160 45 
Merrill French, janitor High sea 280 00 
| J. Caunt, labor as per bill : : 53 75 
E. L. Bemis, labor as per bill . . 18 62 
T. E. Coburn, labor as per bill . ‘ 2 00 


D. J. Eldridge, labor as per bill 6 00 
John Viles, labor as per bill 9 75 
R. F. Greene, labor as per bill . : 1 50 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per bill. 7 00 
D. Smith, labor and stock as per bill, 12 55 
J. S. Gould, labor and stock as per 
bill . : 175. 37 


F. H. Kirwin, labor id Backs as per 
bill . : : : : aentos 120 
F. H. Kirwin, stove : ; : 17 00 


J. W. Moore, carriage hire . °. 69 00 
Geo. S. Perry, articles for schools . 144 53 
Boston School Supply Co., articles for 


schools. ; 7 06 
Geo. W. Cutting & Baia? Betivies for 

schools ° 38 77 
Wakefield Rattan ee Gibiotes 

lopecnools .° B : ; 4 74. 


Amounts carried forward . . $1,235 79 $1,500 00 
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Amounts brought forward . 
F, A. Walker & Co., articles for 
schools 
Walker & Pratt we? 2 Garnice: Agth 
cles for schools ’ 
C. E. Boyd, articles for ncaa 
A. G. Whitcomb, articles for schools, 
Smith & Anthony Stove Company, re 
pairing furnace : 
W. E. Sibley, articles for waneals 
Frost & Adams,-articles for schools . 
EK. H. Atwood, express 
American Express Company, express, 
E. W. & C. T. Saul, clock 
Geo. H. Stratton, wood 
M. L. Upham, wood 
Balch Brothers, Ridpath’s Hite 


Balance unexpended . 


TEXT BOOKS. 


Approptiation . 

D. C. Heath & Co., text feces 

Ellingham, Mapai & Co., text- 
books . 

American Book Carpatin, text- bacien. 

Lee & Shepard, text-books 

Boston School re ona nein 
books . 


Amounts carried forward . 


. $1,235 79 $1,500 00 


5 00 


1 75 
1 00 
15 75 


oOo 
a 


bn CF Oo FP DOK WL 
G-Ot 4° &) Oo 
SS Set -00 


i 


00 


Or 
=) 
i) 


1,300 82 


$199 18 


$400 00 
$25 48 


90 04 


$199 01 $400 00 
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Amounts brought forward . 
University Publishing Company, text- 
books . i 
Leach, Shewell & re Ma Eecies 
D. Appleton & Co., et hook ; 
Geo. H. Ellis, text-books. 
Prang Educational Company, text- 
naka 3 
William Ware & ou Le baols 
Allyn & Bacon, text-books 
Carl Schoenhof, text-books 
Silver, Burdett & Co., text-books 


Balance unexpended . 


$199 O01 $400 00 


—_—— 304 68 


$45 32 


TOWN INCIDENTALS. 


Appropriation . . 
A. Mudge & Son, printing town re- 
ports : : é 
A. Mudge & Son, mniene 
Free Press, printing 
E. L. Barry, printing : 
E. L. Barry, articles for assessors 
J. L. Fairbanks, stationery 
Thomas Todd, order books 5 
Globe Newspaper Company, adver- 
tising . : . 
Boston Herald erany, eine 
H. C. Dimond & Co., articles for 
town seal. 


Amounts carried forward . 


. $1,200 00 


$186 05 $1,200 00 
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Amounts brought forward . - $186 05 $1,200 00 

S. M. Spencer, stamp . : : 3 50 
D. W. Williams, insurance on Town 

house . : ‘ ; ; 36 00 
Traders and Meh tnsce Insurance 

Company, insurance on town house, 40 00 
A. L. Coburn, sundry persons distrib- 

uting town reports ‘ : : 2 00 
David Jackson, distributing town re- 

ports . : : : 75 
David Jackson, distributing nine of, 

town meeting : : : d 75 
Town of Lincoln, tax i ; 5; 4 64 


Nathan Barker, Jr., constable . “ 48 90 
J. M. Smith, constable. : ; 38 99 
J. M. Smith, labor at town house . 2815 
M. French, special police . d : 3 00 
EK. Lyons, special police . : ‘ 22 50 
J. M. Schwartz, special police . 3 00 
F. H. Gowell, special police 5 14 
A. L. Brown, fire patrol . i 1 20 
C. B. Floyd, fire patrol . : : 1 20 
N.S. Fiske, constable : 6 50 
N.S. Fiske, sundry items : ; 14 50 
F. D. Perry, carriage hire 1 00 
Abram French & er! ., articles for 


Town House : 18 70 
Geo. W. Cutting & Sons, Ee ialeg for 

Town House ; ; : 52738 
G. W. Cutting, sundry Hone : : 5 81 
Geo. W. Cutting, return of births 

and deaths . : j : 5 15 50 


Amounts carried forward . - $540 91 $1,200 00 
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Amounts brought forward . 
Daniel Smith, labor and stock at 
’ library : : ‘ : 
Daniel Smith, labor and stock at 
Town House ; ¢ : 

W. N. Gowell, labor and stock at 
Town House 

J. 8S. Gould, labor and a at porn 
House . 

Geo. W. Dunn, A te Town 
House . 

Edward Peirce, aoe ; for Towh 
House . ‘ : 2 q 

- Charles Emerson, coal for Town 
House . p mn 

E. L. Bemis, labor at ies near 


Geo. S. Perry, articles for Town Hall, 


A.S. Fiske, sundry items 

A. R. Gay & Co., tax book 

E. W. Russell, painting flag staff 

Geo. B. Reed, peace aginer 

Dr. F. W. Jackson, return of Bithe 
and deaths : 

Dr. F. W. Jackson, Ve ciniton ! 

F. H. Upham, return of deaths 

Dr. W. H. McOwen, return of one 
death . ‘ way ee ‘ 

C. T. Bauer, tuning piano | 

Thompson & Hive. tuning piano 

Edward Coburn, Pheyecicneat Elec- 

tions : ; : 


Amounts carried forward . 


$540 


111 


$836 


91 $1,200 00 
63 
20 
D3 
30 
20 
50 
86 
50 
00 
50 
75 
50 
75 
25 
50 
00 
25 
50 
00 
00 


63 $1,200 00 
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Amounts brought forward . . $836 63 $1,200 00 
Edward Fiske, Inspector of Elections, 6 00 


‘American Express Company, express, 8 20 
O. R. Robbins, articles for library 6 78 
Theo. Jones, care of town clock : 25 00 
Theo. Jones, sundry items : } 5 00 
H. J. Jennison, sundry items . 3 27 
H. J. White, stationery and postage . 9 39 
H. J. White, Second District Court 
of East Middlesex County . 28 19 
P. J. McAuliffe, carriage hire . ; 13 00 
Geo. W. Cutting, registration of ; 
voters . ; ‘ : : : 30 00 
Andrew Fiske, registration of voters, 30 00 
A. S. Burrage, registration of voters, 30 00 
J. E. Gale, registration of voters. 30 00 
Committee on Memorial Day . i 78 50 
— $1,139 96 
Balance unexpended . ; : : Q $60 04 


SALARIES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Appropriation . : J : : . $1,800 00 
H. J. Jennison, Selectman : o S275 106 


Francis Blake, ‘6 ; : 50 00 
N. S. Fiske, “6 a 50 00 ‘ 
A.S. Fiske, Assessor . : ’ 100 00 
M. M. Fiske, 6 hae ; ‘ 50 00 
H. L. Brown, ‘* } : ‘ 50 00 


N. Smith, School Committee : 50 00 


Amounts carried forward . . $625 00 $1,800 00 
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Amounts brought forward . 


$625 


00 $1,800 00 


C. F. Russell, School Committee 50 00 
F.H.Upham, ‘ if 50 00 
John Coburn, Librarian : 300 00 
Geo. W. Cutting, Town Clerk . 150 00 
H. A. Train, Auditor : 4 50 00 
H. J. White, Treasurer and maitcorer! 500 00 
H. J. Jennison, Overseer of Poor 15 00 
Francis Blake, 6 $6 15 00 
N.S. Fiske, “6 6 15 00 
— $1,770 00 
Balance unexpended . $30 00 
HIGHWAYS. 
Appropriation, $5,000 00 
Amount transferred from East Newton street 68 33 
Amount transferred from Glen street AQ 37 
1891. 
April. B.F. Cutter, snow bill 25 78 
M. L. Upham, snow bill 35 24 
T. E. Coburn, snow bill 43 10 
B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill 135 00 
M. L. Upham, inbay as per 
bill ; 58 50 
D. J. Eldridge, labor. as per 3 
bill . : 18 76 
May. M. UL. Upham, ikbok’ as per 
bill ; : : 219 62 
Amounts carried forward . $536 00 $5,108 70 


June. 


July. 


72 


Amounts brought forward . 
May. 


B. F. Cutter, labor as pst 
bill 

T. E. Coburn, apen as per 
bill 

Geo. F. Jones, Ries as per 
bill 

J. H. Hussey; fabott as per 
bill 

D. J. Eldridge, ier as per 
bill : , ‘ 

F. A. Caswell, ‘nha as per 
bill ‘ : . 

C. A. Warren, Abe as per 
bill 

T. E. Coburn, noord as per 
bill 

B. F. Cutter, abort as per 
bill : 

M. L. Upham, labors as per 
bill 

J. H. Hussey, fabian as per 
bill 

F. A. Caswell, ne as per 
bill : ; 

D. J. Eldridge, Hee as per 
bill : 

B. F. Cutter, faba as per 
bill A 

T. E. Coburn, aban as per 
bill ; : 


Amounts carried forward . 


$536 
267 


189 


137 


00 


12 


10 


62 


50 


75 


30 


75 


94 


50 


75 


63 


t+ 


2,889 78 $5,108 70 


$5,108 70 


73 


Amounts brought forward . . $2,889 78 $5,108 70 
July. C. A. Warren, labor as per 
bill , : : : 42 88 
August. M. L. Upham, labor as per 
bill ; - 5 62 
B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill , i ‘ Cah) Md dp 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
Duly. : ‘ : 14 75 
Sept. B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill : ace : 176 62 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
bill : : : ; 67 69 
F. A. Caswell, labor as per 
bill ; ; : : 4 36 
T. E. Coburn, labor as per 
bill : é : , 73 44 
C. A. Warren, labor as per 


bill : : : é 63 90 

Oct. T. E. Coburn, labor as per 
bill : : : : 58 00 

D. J. Eldridge, labor as per 
bill ; : : ; 43 75 

Nov. M. L. Upham; labor as per 
bill , ; : . 14 75 

B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill : ; : ‘ 130 25 

T. E. Coburn, labor as per 
bill : ; Ho) Oh 


C. A. Warren, labor as per 
bill : " : : 125 13 


Amounts carried forward . . $3,862 58 $5,108 70 
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Amounts brought forward . . $3,862 


Nov. J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
bill : 
Dec. T. E. Coburn, 1dbar as per 
bill 
J. H. Hussey, labor’ as per 
bill ‘ : 


INCIDENTALS. 


B. F. Cutter, Articles for high- 
ways ; : 
Kendal & Hag arattes fur high- 
ways 

Geo. H. Sariraor aortas fos fens 
ways . . 

J. Pulsifer, amit for nionwaes 

Davis & Farnum, articles for high- 
ways 

G. F. Frost, Eiies for Hehe 

Ames Plow Company 

Geo. W. Cutting & Son, atieled for 

highways . : 

G. A. Hirtle, repairing toate 

Daniel Garfield, repairing tools 

D. O. Donnelly, repairing tools 

Wood, Barker & Co., lumber . 

W. H. Leatherbee & Gey lumber 

J. Derby, posts | 

F. W. Mead, stone . 

Fitchburg Railroad, freight 

J. Schwartz, gravel . 


61 


255 


115 


28 


42 


130 
21 


19 
a7 
21 


43 
129 
26 
12 
29 
24 
12 
61 
1 
14 


58 $5,108 70 


75 


63— 


88 


5d 


36 


40 
50 


37 
38 
67 


95 
08 
99 
55 
78 
64 
00 
10 
64 
50 


Amounts carried forward . . $5,973 30 


$5,108 70 


Ee . 


75 


Amounts brought forward . . $4,973 30 $5,108 70 
Mrs. Holbrook, gravel . ; : 25 20 
A. §. Fiske, gravel . : : 18 05 
W. N. Gowell, labor and sttiok’ : TY 90 
F. A. Robinson, labor and stock , 72 40 
W. C. Cooper, painting . : 7 85 
——— $5,108 70 


EAST NEWTON STREET. 


Appropriation, balance Parone from 


1890 . 

April. B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill . ; . $108 00 

May. OB. F. Cutter, ieee as per 
bill : ; 100 00 

J. A. Lacey, labor as per 
bill : : : A 75 

R. Greene, labor as_ per 
bill : ; 14 60 

C. A. Warren, BO as per 
bill. ; : 44 64 

J. H. Hussey, boi as per 
bill é : 108 38 

B. F. Cutter, eiicles for 
East Newton St... : 18 55 

Buttrick Lumber Company, 
lumber . : 5 94 

Charles W. Hubbard, Bele 
ing fence : 100 00 

Athionnt transferred. . iat 
vaya : 2 : 68 33 


$573 19 


$573 19 


Oct. 
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GLEN STREET. 
Appropriation . 
Sept. 


B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill 

J.H. Hussey, labor as per 
bill 

G. H. Putney, Salem drill, 

B. F. Cutter, labor as per 
bill 4 

C. A. Warren, aber as per 
bill 

Amount transferred to high- 
ways 


Balance unexpended . 


$112 12 


28 50 
107 00 


318 67 
189 388 


40 37 


CENTRAL AVENUE. 


Appropriation . 
Balance unexpended from 1890 . 
May. 


M. L. Upham, labor as per 
bill é 

F. A. Caswell, abort as per 
bill 

J. H. Hussey, (noes as per 
bill ; 

D. J. Eldridge, Rise: as per 
bill : : 


Amounts carried forward . 


$800 00 


796 54 
$3 46 


- $5,000 00 


$112 00 
13 54 
55 12 


20 12 


1,280 58 


$200 78 $6,280 58 
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Amounts brought forward . . $200 78 $6,280 58 
June. OD. J. Eldridge, labor as per 


bill ‘ ; i : 14 00 
F. A. Caswell, labor as per 

bill : : ) ; 5 25 
M. L. Upham, labor as per 

bill ; 4 CRIN AQ 87 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per ° 


bill f : : 5 he LOB: NE 

J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
contract . : : . 38090 00 

July. J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
bill aaa ponies fr eOS LS 

F. A. Caswell, labor as per 


bill ‘ : : ¢ 14 00 
D. J. Eldridge, labor as per 
bill : : : 59 50 
M. L. Upham, labor as per 
bill ; : : . 3848 37 
Aug. M. UL. Upham, labor as per 


bill ; Baie. 2 oo 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per © 
bill : : : 22040 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per 
contract . - ‘ ee LOAOO 
Sept. J.H. Hussey, labor as per 
contract . : ; any £00.00 
J.H. Hussey, labor as per 
bill . : : My PATS: 
M. L. Upham, labor as per 
bill : : ; . 447 04 


en 


Amounts carried forward . . $2,770 04 $6,280 58 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 
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Amounts brouyht forward . 
Sept. 


D. J. Eldridge, labor as per 


bill 


F. A. Caswell, labor as per 


bill 


. 


N. Mudge, labor as per bill 
C. H. Putney, steam drill 
J. H. Hussey, labor as per 


bill 

T: E. Coburn, 
bill 

F. A. Caswell, 
bill 

M. L. Upham, 
bill 

M. L. Upham, 
bill 

T. E. Coburn, 
bill 


bill 

J. H. Hussey, 
bill 

F. A. Caswell, 
bill 

M. L. Upham, 
bill 

T. E. Coburn, 
bill 

J. H. Hussey, 
bill 


labor 
aba 
hse 
bate 


labor 


D. J. Eldridge, labor 


labor 
epee 
nee 
labee 


labor 


as 
as 
as 
as 


as 


as 
as 
as 
as 


as 


Amounts carried forward . 


. $2,770 04 $6,280 58 
31 07 
7 00 
15 00 
322 33 
231 44 
per 
105 00 
per 
25 38 
per 
. 901 00 
per 
A476 86 
per 
134 75 
per 
: 17 50 
per 
-) Le 
per 
45 99 
per 
342 62 
per 
31 50 
per 
110 57 
. $5,355 24 $6,280 58 
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6,276 29 


$4 29 


$800 00 
342 50 


Amounts brought forward . . $5,855 24 $6,280 58 
Dec. D. J. Eldridge, labor as per 
bill ‘ 76 13 
J. H. Hussey, ae as per 
contract . 330 00 
F. A. Robinson, hint gad 
stock : Md OL 
City of Cambridge, cae 269 40 
J. McAuliffe, gravel . 60 00 
M. L. Upham, articles for 
Central Avenue, 62 75 
Geo. H. Sampson, eels 
for Central Avenue 91 68 
A. Brotchie, articles for 
Central Avenue : 2 08 
Geo. A. Hirtle, repairing 
tools : ; 18 00 
Balance unexpended, 
STREET LIGHTS. 
Appropriation . : : 
Balance unexpended from 1890 . 
Geo. A. Robinson, care of lights $36 00 
Herbert Seaverns, care of lights 120 00 
Morton Russell, care of lights 46 60 
Arthur Russell, care of lights 17 34 
Geo. H. Jones, care of lights 16 00 
P. J. McAuliffe, care of lights . 464 33 
Committee, care of lights, North Ave. 100 00 


Amounts carried forward . 


— = ” 


$800 27 $1,142 50 
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Amounts brought forward . 
Globe Gas Light Co., articles for 


street lights . : : . 
Herbert Seaverns, articles for street 
lights 


eB. Hagen articles for Mieeée Honts 
F. A. Robinson, labor as per bill 
H. L. Brown, sundry items 


Balance unexpended . 


$800 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation . 


H. K. Barnes, Hook and Ladder 
Truck 

S. F. Hayward, fire anon nee 

B. H. Dickson, Jr., Babcock Fire Ex- 
tinguishers 

Burdett & Williams, tenner host 

H. K. Barnes, rubber buckets . 

H. K. Barnes, articles for fire depart- 
ment 

B. R. Parker, setelen for fire dae 
ment 

E. P. Varnum, articles for fire denne 
ment ° 

Kendall & Higgins, athiglee at fire 
department 

F. H. Gowell, articles for fire denares 
ment . : d 


Amounts carried forward . 


$540 
45 


120 
53 
24 


27 $1,142 50 
20 


85 
50 
60 
25 


1,069 67 


$72 83 


$1,000 00 


00 
00 


00 
84 
00 


22 50 


8 


5 


50 


25 


90 


00 


$832 99 $1,000 00. 


~ 


81 


$1,000 00 


996 80 


$3 20 


. $1,000 00 


Amounts brought forward . . | $832 99. 
Daniel Garfield, articles for fire de- 
ment ; 2 25 
John Robbins, Mfg. ice: v; Mace: for 
fire department. : 16-47 
Cutter & Parker, articles for fire de! 
partment : 4 7 76 
Wood, Barker & Co., ber \ 53 06 
B. H. Dickson, Jr., freight. 3 01 
F. T. Fuller, labor as per bill . 31 01 
E. L. Bemis, labor as per bill . 5 25 
J. M. Smith, labor as per bill 1 50 
Geo. A. Hirtle, labor as per bill 1 95 
W. G. Wark, labor as per bill 1 90 
Theo. Jones, painting ; A 50 
Mullen & Stevenson, painting . : 38 00 
American Express Co., express ; 1.15 
Balance unexpended . 
CEMETERIES. 
Appropriation . : i 
L. F. Upham, labor, as per bill . $119 86 
M. L. Upham, labor, as per bill } 22 50 
F. T. Fuller, labor, as per bill . : 180 28 
F. S. Jennison, labor, as per bill . (hitey 
E. L. Bemis, labor, as per bill. : 48 12 
B. Pierce, labor, as per bill _.. : 21 39 
R. W. Stewart, labor, as per bill. 26 00 
J. H. Hussey, labor, as per bill Fone Le iy 
Amounts carried forward . . $625 354 


$1,000 00 
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Amounts brought forward . - $625 54 $1,000 00 


George W. Cutting & Son, articles 


for cemeteries . ’ ; 36 09 
George A. Hirtle, articles fo ceme- 

teries i : 79 24 
Waltham Gas Tene Co.; onueles for 

cemeteries ; : 2 Db he 
E. M. Richardson, valivlee for ceme- 

terles : : , : 8 45 
Herbert Seaverns, plantar : : 10 00 
J. Linnehan, posts . : é : 34 96 
Wood, Barker & Co., lumber . : 147 57 
Trustees, é : 7 A : 15 00 


Balance unexpended . 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Appropriation . 


Overseers of Poor, support at Alms- 
house ; : . $702 64 
Overseers of Poor, Outside Relief . 277 20 


Balance unexpended . 


SOLDIERS’ RELIEF. 
_Appropriation . ; A 
E. L. Bemis, board of W. S. Rice . $209 10 


Balance unexpended . 


$1,000 00 


979 84 
$20 16 


$225 00 


209 10 
$15 90 
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INTEREST ON DEBT. 


- Appropriation . : Gtk pis ( - $800 00 
Amount transferred from Discount 
and Abatements. ‘ 5 AR : p 35 30 
Amount . ; . t Ade . $835 30 
i. 835 30 
DISCOUNT AND ABATEMENTS. 
Appropriation .- . : : $800 00 
Amount tranferred to interest . 4 35/30 
Amount . : : ! : 4 764 70 
—— $800 00 


EXTENSION OF HIGH SCHOOL GROUNDS. 


Appropriation, bal. unexpended . 
vs from 1890... : ‘ ‘ $36 20 
H. Gates, labor as per bill ; , 2 00 
E. L. Bemis, labor as per bill . : 5 00 és 
Sa 7 00 
Balance unexpended : ; a $29 20 
LIBRARY. 
Appropriation Dog Tax . ; $275 59 
Dog Tax refunded . : : - $275 59 
——— $275 59 


COMMITTEE FOR A SITE FOR A LIBRARY BUILDING. 
Appropriation, bal. unexpended 
ls SE i : ‘ $475 00 


EK. W. Bowditch, plans . é - $132 45 
— $132 45 


Balance unexpended : $342 55 
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TOWN RECORDS. 
Appropriation . . 
Mary F. Pierce, labor on Town 
Records . ° ‘ - $200 00 
F. W. Bigelow, labor on Toe Records 35 00 
Geo. W. Cutting, labor on Town 
Records : , : ; ; 35 00 


Balance unexpended 


CONTINGENCIES. 


Appropriation, according’ to Art. 
15, of By-Laws 
Balance in excess of pe ae 


Discount and Abatements . . $240 23 

+ peu 
STATE AID. 

Mrs. Harriet F. Stimpson ; : $24 00 

Mrs. Martha Tucker : F : 48 00 

Hosea F. Travis ‘ : r A 48 00 


Lemuel A. Smith . ; 3 . 48 00 


$550 00 


$270 00 


$280 00 


$240 23 


$240 23 


$168 00 
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AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH TREASURER AND 


COLLECTOR. 


Dr. 


Cash in Treasury March 1, 1891 
Massachusetts Corporation tax, 
1890 
Massachusetts Se roration tax . 
Massachusetts Bank tax 
Massachuselits State Aid . 
Massachusetts School Fund 
County Treasurer, Dog tax refunded 


J. M. Smith, janitor, balance for rent of Town 


Hall 

~ Weighing fees . 

Sale of burial lots 

Sale of grass and wood 

Burial Funds . 

Merriam Fund 

Auctioneer’s license . 

Court fines 

Waltham National Batik) Foie lauhal! 


City of Boston, board of Sarah Hall, refunded . 


Tax receipts for 1889 

Tax receipts for 1890 ; 
Tax receipts for 1891 : : - 
Interest on taxes 

Added taxes 

Uncollected taxes 


. $2,468 
balance for 


171 
8,053 
2,516 

168 

162 

265 


rt 
36 
258 


. 15,699 


53 
12 
1,373 


48 


55 
14 
Oui 
00 
73 
15 


50 
00 
94 
00 
00 
00 
00 
81 
00 
00 
92 
48 
28 
81 
00 
49 


$46,373 


17 
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Cr. 
Schools . : : ; t : : . $5,806 68 
School Incidentals . : : ; ; - dtr 
Town incidentals . : : : : ot aaa 
Text books . : k : , . : 354 68 
Support of poor ; : ; , : , 979 84 
Soldiers’ relief : A ; 30, {on 209 10 
State aid. s " : ; . 5 
Salaries of town officers . : ‘ «? see 
Library . : : : : : : ; 275 59 
Interest on debt : : : ; : i 835 30 
Discount and abatements . ; 5 : ; 764 70 
Extension of High School grounds . ‘ d 7 00 
Street lights. : : ; eye « HG OGIEGT 
Highways : ‘ ; : : : ay CD Uae 
Central avenue : ; : 4 ; Jy 8276029 
East Newton Street . : : : 4 ‘ 504 86 
Glen Street. . : : : : j 756 17 
Fire Department. : : : ; : 996 80 
Cemeteries. . : : : : : : 960 60 
Town Records. A g : 270 00 
Committee for site for Tahar Buallins : : 132 45 
Contingencies . ; 4 r . ¢ E 240 23 
State tax ; ; ee : ; «i deteoaeon 
ounty, tax: ; . 1,980 48 
Waltham National Bank, temporary l banat} . 8,500 00 
Cash in treasury . . 2,746 76 


Uncollected taxes, March 1, 1899 : : . » dye (Ona 


$46,373 17 
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DEBT OF THE TOWN. 


Mary F. Peirce : : : : . $1,000 00 
Edward Peirce d : ’ : : . 1,000 00 
Abigail Jones . : 800 00 
First parish, Weston : ; ; An She 400 00 
Trustees of Library Fund 5 7 AOE, OO 
Trustees of Merriam Fund for the Silent Bane odes ev? OO 
Marshall L. Hews . , 4 : : : 750 00 
Burial Fund . : : 462 00 
Waltham National Bank, Beane, phase en . 4,000 00 


Waltham National Bank, Central Avenue loan . 7,000 00 


$20,120 00 


ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


Cash in Treasury . a : - $2,746 76 
Uucollected taxes. 4 : pikjove 49 


State aid . 4 ; ; : $ 168 00 
————._ 4,288 25 


Total debt 3 é : ; “ . $15,831 75 


ASSESSORS’ VALUATION, MAY 1, 1891. 


Value of real estate . : : i e $1,337,083 00 
Value of personal estate . ‘ : owe (o.000.00 


Total valuation ‘ ‘ : pi g2,0L2,¢00 .00 
Total tax . : . : ! . 16,860 22 
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Rate Per CENT. 


State tax on property . , . $0 54 per $1,000 
County tax on property . ‘ ; O 60S *sataes 
Town taxon property . ‘ : 5 ifGee 6c 


Total : : ‘ . : $6 30 


Number of persons assessed on property . : 388 
Polls : ; : ‘ ; : P 515 
Horses. ; : : : ; ; 499 
Cows : : ‘ 2 ‘ : ; 879 
Neat cattle - : : : ; : 81 
Swine ‘ : : , P : ‘ 333 
Dwellings : : : : ; ‘ 309 


Acres taxed . - ’ : ; , 10,4917 


_ Respectfully submitted, 


HERMAN A. TRAIN, 


Auditor. 
WESTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


TOWN TREASURER AND COLLECTOR. 


REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER 
AND COLLECTOR. 


Dr. 

Balance in treasury, March 1, 1891 . p . $2,468 

Rent of town hall. : ; .. S22 e008 

Paid janitor of town hall . : |) aes 
nn 11 
Weighing fees. / °°. 36 
Sale of burial lots. : : : : ; 258 
Sale of grass and wood . : ‘ 12 
Burial funds . : ; . é 2 \ 100 
Merriam fund . : ; : : : ; 100 
Auctioneer’s license : : : : : 2 
Court fines : : ! : é ‘ : 23 
Waltham National Bank, temporary loan . «, 183600 
County of Middlesex, dog tax refunded . ; 265 
State of Massachusetts, income from school fund, 162 
State of Massachusetts, corporation tax . . 8,053 

State of Massachusetts, balance corporation tax, 
1890. : 2 , 171 


State of Massachusetts, National Bank Tax . 2,516 
State of Massachusetts, State Aid refunded -. . 168 
City of Boston, board of Sarah Hall refunded . 19 
Henry J. White, collector, taxes of 1889 . 4 241 


Henry J. White, collector, taxes of 1890 . sw yh Bor 


Henry J. White, collector, taxes of 1891. . WL asGus 
Henry J. White, collector, interest on taxes. 53 
Henry J. White, collector, added taxes. 3 12 


$44,999 
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Cr. 

Paid State of Massachusetts, State tax. HOS L.o45 200 
County of Middlesex, County tax . oy ly980348 
Waltham National Bank, temporary loans, 8,500 00 
Sundry persons, selectmen’s orders . . 29,927 44 


Balance in treasury . : : ; sera iG (he 


$44,999 68 


HENRY J. WHITE, Treasurer. 


WEsTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 


TAXES UNCOLLECTED. 


Tax of 1890 . 2 : ‘ me ee 192 


eee TER 57 
etter bess cago 


HENRY J. WHITE, Collector. 


WESTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


OF THE 


MERRIAM FUND FOR THE SILENT POOR. 


Dr. 
Balance in Treasury, March 1, 1891 . 


Interest from fund 


Cr. 


Paid trustee’s orders ; : 4 


Balance unexpended 


HENRY J. WHITE, 
WEsTON, Feb. 29, 1892, 


$314 22 
192 49 


$506 71 


$235 24 
271 47 


$506 71 


Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARY TREASURER. 


Dr. 
Balance in Treasury, March 1, 1891 . i . $154 91 
Interest from library fund : 3 : ; 84 00 
From Town Treasury, dog tax os 4 275 59 
From Francis Blake, for books of reference ‘ 65 00 
From library fines . : ‘ : : : 2 15 
$581 65 

Cr. 
Paid Estes & Lauriat, books . : 3 . $477 39 
asit. EP. Brooks™ ’. : f , 26 10 
F. W. Barry, Beale & Co. ; : : 2 00 
C. F. Sherman : : i : 1 00 
The New England isnt een : : 4 1 40 
Balance in Treasury ; ; ; : 73 76 
$581 65 


- HENRY J. WHITE, Treasurer. 


WESTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


The whole number of books added to the library the past 
year is 836; 296 of which were purchased and 40 presented, 

It gives us pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of books 
and pamphlets from the following sources: Mr. C. J. Paine, 
Mr. Increase Leadbetter, Hon. W. G. Veazey, Mr. Francis 
Blake, Hon. J. M. Rusk, Mr. W. H. Hamilton, Mr. William 
H. Baldwin, Sarah J. Eddy, Walter Baker & Co., Mr. John 
Guy Vassar, Mr. J. A. Spaulding, Secretary of the State of 
Massachusetts, Department of State, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Bureau of Education, Secretary of the Interior, Bos- 
ton Public Library, Harvard College Library, Lancaster 
Public Library, American Unitarian Association, Publishers 
of the “ Waltham Free Press.” 

The whole number of books taken from the library during 
the past year is 8,481. The following list gives the number 
of books taken from the different departments during one 
month, with the approximate percentage : — 


Per cent. Number of books 
Agriculture d : . i; 02 12 
Biography : : : Saati: 36 
Education and science : Meant bs 20 
Essays, miscellaneous, etc. steal 15 
History . : : ; OL. 23 
Fiction  . r : : erin 280 


Juvenile. : 5 : tl eae 98 
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Per cent. Number of books, 
Magazines . : : : By S59 4 62 
Poetry ‘ . ; ; wee OL 3 
Religious . : ! ‘ ae 3 
Travels. . F y bee U4: 27 


The percentages do not vary much from year to year. 
Fiction always leads by long odds; poetry and religion are 
usually at the other extreme. 

The following periodicals are regularly received: Harper’s 
Monthly, Century Magazine, Harper’s Weekly, New Eng- 
land Magazine, Forum, Lippincott’s Magazine, North Amer- 
ican Review, Scribner’s Magazine, Popular Science Monthly, 
Unitarian Review, Popular Science News, Poultry World, 
American Agriculturist, Atlantic Monthly, American Gar- 
den, Literary World, Christian Register, The Nation, Lon- 
don Illustrated News, New England Homestead, Waltham 
Free Press, Scientific American, Official Gazette Patent 
Office, The Cosmopolitan. 

Some ofthe magazines can be taken out to be kept one 
week only. The librarian is given some discretion with the 
reference library ;-some of the books can be taken out between 
times but must all be in during library hours. The follow- 
ing books were purchased with the $65 presented by Mr. 
Francis Blake last year : — 


Appleton’s American Biography . e FORWwOLSs 
Riverside Natural History . ; - 9d Vols. 
History of the World . : : » 6 Vols. 


These are all valuable books of high cost. Mr. Blake has 
again this year generously donated his salary ($65) as 
, selectman and overseer of the poor, which is to be expended 
for books of reference. 


— «96 
Money has been expended as follows : — 


Estes & Lauriat . , 2 % ; ot ree Be 
J. D. F. Brooks i ; 3 4 ? 7 18 20 


Barry & Beal . : : : : , ‘ 2 00 
E. T. Sherman : é ; : a“ 2 1 00 
Phelps Publishing Company . : : : 1 40 

. $507 89 


For full financial exhibit see Treasurer’s Report. 


OLIVER R. ROBBINS, 
ELIZABETH 8S. GOWING, 
HORACE S. SEARS, 


Lnbrary Committee. 
WESTON, Feb. 29, 1892. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE 


ON SELECTION OF 


SITE FOR LIBRARY BUILDING. 


The Committee on Library Site have had the subject 
under careful consideration, and the more thought they have 
given to it the more have they become convinced that, 
before erecting such a building, the town should have some 
comprehensive plan for laying out its central group of pub- 
lic and private buildings ; and some general idea of the style 
of architecture to be used. So that, when the plan is fully 
developed, we may have our public and semi-public buildings 
so arranged as tu best minister to the needs of the town, and 
foster our pride in Weston. 

In the Unitarian Church the town has one building worthy 
to stand beside any building it may build; as the town will 
eventually need a library and a new town hall, it has it in its 
power to have a beautiful town centre. ‘Therefore, in order 
that all may have a clear understanding of what can be done, 
your committee have employed Mr. E. W. Bowditch to pre- 
pare such plans as, in their judgment, the town will be will- 
ing to accept; at least to the extent of purchasing the land 
required, leaving to the future, the erection of such buildings: 
as the needs of the town may call for. 

Unless such action be soon taken, the harmonious group- 
ing of our future buildings, and the beauty of their surround- 
ings, may be made impossible. 
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Mr. Bowditch has prepared two plans, both of which your 
committee present. They would say, however, that, both 
in their judgment and that of Mr. Bowditch, plan No. 2 is 
the better; as being less expensive, as conforming more to 
the custom of New England towns, and as capable of being 
developed piecemeal; whereas plan No. 1 would have to be 
carried out all at once. 

Either of these plans calls for the purchase of about eight 
acres of land, to wit: that piece of land between School 
Street and land of E. O. Clarke, including house lots of 
Geo. W. Cutting and heirs of John Jones. Also a strip 
from land of D. S. Lamson. 

Your committee suggest the purchase of the Cutting and 
Jones lots subject to a life lease to Mrs. Jones and Mrs. 
Cutting ; reserving the privilege of tearing down the Jones 
shed and barn, and the erection of the library between the 
two houses. 

Should plan No. 1 be adopted, before any building could 
be erected, all the present buildings, including town hall, 
store, sheds, and Cutting and Jones houses, would have to 
be torn down, and great changes made in the roads. 

Should plan No. 2 be adopted, the building of the library, 
the main point at issue, can be carried out without going to 
any further expense; and although the rest of the plan calls 
for the entire removal of Cutting’s store, the town hall and 
sheds, yet these changes can be carried out by degrees, 
without seriously injuring the appearance of the town. 

It is also to be borne in mind that beyond the purchase of 
the land, nothing will be done with these buildings until the 
town feels the necessity of a larger town hall, and votes to 
build the same. Cutting’s store would have to be removed 
to the proposed location, unless, on or before that time, a 
new store should take its place; in which case, the town, as 


i ei 
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owners of the land, could require the building to harmonize 
with its surroundings. ; 

The present sheds could remain after building the new 
town hall; but to make the plan complete, they should event- 
ually be moved back to the location proposed. 

By locating a village inn upon the plan, your committee 
do not mean to suggest that the town should go into the 
hotel business, nor that they desire to see a large hotel or 
boarding house. But they do believe that a pretty wayside 
inn, after the manner of New England fifty years ago, would 
be an addition to this group of buildings, and an advantage 
to the town. And they hope in the near future, one or 
more of our public-spirited citizens may be induced to build 
such an inn; so that Weston may be able to entertain man 
and beast, instead of obliging them to move on to the next 
town. 

While it may be many years before it will be advisable to 
carry out either of these plans in full, your committee repeat 
that they believe now is the time to make a beginning by 
purchasing the land; as otherwise all our plans for beautify- 
ing the centre of our town may at any time be ruined. 


EDWARD COBURN. 
HENRY J. WHITE. 
CHARLES W. HUBBARD. 


ACCESSIONS 


TO THE 


WESTON TOWN LIBRARY, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 1892. 


AGRICULTURE. 

AMERICAN Agriculturist, Vols. 49 and 50.....--.e ese vecececee -113.27—28 
DopaGE, J. R. Album of Agricultural Statistics of the United 

SEATES oin\te ie ee.n)s bid sie sve in,0 © eas» ale i n/el niae oem ia ene Ref. 
New ENGLAND Fancier, The. Vol. 6, 1891:....-.scce csuevevees 113.30 
PARSONS, Samuel, Jr. Landscape Gardening..........-+.eseee- 117.34 
PouttTryY Monthly, The. Vol. 13, 1891..........6.+ ccesceccsess 113.29 

BIOGRAPHY. 

AMMEN, Daniel. The Old Navy and the New............-.-«. Lee 78.67 
ANGELO, Michael. Life of. By Herman Grimm...............-. 78.45-46 
Bai, Thomas. My Threescore Years and Ten. An Autobiogra- 

DIVE oie bina oii Sia Pietra face we bia heels Bleue DRE ene ae i fctheld thes 154.2 
BIDWELL, George. Forging his Chains. The Autobiography of 

George, Bidwell... 0)... o.< s'= ¢ esis ulertine aiety aiy oleate AR) i Fe 
BURNEY, Fanny and Her Friends. Hd. by L. B. Seeley.......... 78.54 
Cass, Lewis. [American Statesman.] By John T. Morse....... 78.66 
CHITTENDEN, L. E. Recollections of President Lincoln and his 

AGMINStration.'.%.- {swede ve kins ints Cmleeinie’s © 6 salvage Se 78.44 
CLARKE, James Freeman. Autobiography, Diary and Correspon- 

dence:of. Hd. by Edward E. Hale.........-++. cescceree 78.40 
CORNWALLIS, Charles. Jord. [Rulers of India.] By W. S. 

Seton—Kart sa seis ela eis oe keie is ane wieis nik 6 Miehece oie) hia pa a ' 78.52 


DaRWIN, Charles. His Life and Work. By Charles F. Holder.. 78.47 
Dickens, Charles. The Childhood and Youth of. By Robert 


Langton..... ies Weathers awe ke énial'e (9's 'p ely afd tat eae 78.48 
GLADSTONE, W.E. Life of. By George W. E. Russell.......... 78.60 
HarDINGE, Henry. First Viscount. Viscount Hardinge. [Rulers 

of India.] By Charles Viscount Hardinge............-- 78.51 
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How8, Dr.S.G. Philanthropist. By F. B. Sanborn........... 78.68 
Huntineron, Arria S. Under a Colonial Roof Tree............+ 154.7 
Keats, John. Letters of, — To His Family and Friends. d. by 
MIRA Ee Co o00, of cals Giaie'no Spite a W's temic stare ving iat nee 7 8aoe 
KEMBLE, Frances Anne. Further Records, 1848-1883. A Series 
UR EMNREGlsla’s Aas 'oinis Vaece cs etnecanceacsedeeceaeis ee pes 78.42 © 
LINCOLN, ABRAHAM. An Essay. By Carl Sehurz............... 78.70 


LINCOLN, Abraham. His Pen and Voice. By G. M. Van Buren.. 78.57 
MarkuHaM, Albert N. Life of Sir John Franklin, and the North- 


WEST PaSSAZe, .. 1... ccc cree ccccnccccccn cece sens sens runes 154.1 
Murray, John. Memoir of. By Samuel Smiles...............- 78.55-56 
NEVILLE, Richard. Warwick the Kingmaker. By Charles W. 
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